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December 16, 2014 
 
A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste Management District Policy Committee was held on the 16th 

day of December 2014, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, One Courthouse Square, 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter started the meeting at 8:30 A.M.  The following attended: 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioner  Lauren Schall, WC Commissioners’ Office 

 Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Mick Torok, N.A.T. Transportation, Inc. 
Brad Espen, WC Health District  Joe Fawcett, WC Commissioners’ Office/SWMD 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Lana Glore, WC Health District 

 Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township  Vic Gable, C.E.S. – WCBDD 
Richard Edwards, Mayor, City of B.G.  Nick Hennessy, BGSU Campus Sustainability 

   John Randolph, Evergreen RDF 
 COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT  Dave Spengler, B.G. Recycling Center 
 Scott Warner, Industrial Representative   

   
Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for a motion to approve the minutes from the September 

16, 2014 meeting.  With one correction, Mayor Edwards made a motion to accept the minutes and Skip Baltz 
seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, the motion carried and the minutes were approved. 

 
Joe Fawcett gave the Solid Waste Management District Update.  He reported that the District was contacted 

by B.G.S.U. Master of Public Administration Program to ask if the District had any projects or items for them to 
study as part of their master’s program.   Mr. Fawcett suggested that they study the District’s satellite recycling 
program.   He mentioned that he and the District staff visited the OSS Solid Waste District to look at their permanent 
satellite locations.  This will be a great opportunity to study the feasibility of Wood County’s current program and the 
possible costs if they went to a similar type model.    

 
Meeting dates and times for 2015 were discussed.  At the suggestion of Mr. Baltz, it was decided to begin 

the meetings at 8:15 AM in order to allow enough time for reports and information on the agenda.  The meeting 
format was also discussed.  Mr. Fawcett proposed to format future meetings where the majority of the information is 
about the District, mainly because of the Plan update.  There can also be an item on the agenda for guests to provide 
updates if they choose. 

 
Mr. Fawcett discussed the Plan format.  The EPA Planner, Channon Cohen, has approached the District 

about testing out a new plan format that the EPA is finalizing, or they can continue with the existing format.  Mr.  
Fawcett wanted to ask the Policy Committee their thoughts.  The main difference with the new format is it is 
intended to cut down on the repetitiveness of the old format.  Mr. Fawcett’s concern is that the new format is not 
finished and it has not been used yet by other districts.  Mr. Fawcett believes that they have a good plan and have 
done a great job of developing what they have in place.  His suggestion is to use the old plan format and update it as 
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they see fit.  They can include parts of the new format without going entirely to the new format.  The Policy 
Committee was supportive of this.  

 
Mr. Fawcett reported that he and the District staff met over the last few months to discuss how best to update 

the existing plan.  A copy of the plan was distributed to the Committee Members.  Last week they received official 
notification from the EPA that the plan update window opens on December 28th and first draft is due in March of 2016.   
Because of that timeline, he proposed dividing the plan into sections to discuss with the Committee at each meeting in 
2015.  Mr. Fawcett also mentioned that the District staff is meeting with Hull & Associates on January 14, 2015 to 
discuss the plan.   

 
Mr. Fawcett discussed Ashtabula/Hamilton County plan examples for possible changes to the education and 

outreach of the District.  As part of the new plan format, they talk about new marketing techniques and new 
educational and awareness programs.  Both examples discuss social marketing versus traditional marketing and 
educational techniques.  Mr. Fawcett wanted to show these examples to bring some ideas and as they go through the 
plan update and whether or not they want to incorporate into the new plan.  

 
Mr. Fawcett reported that the District ordered and received 25 additional ClearStream recycling containers 

to replace broken or missing containers.  Mr. Fawcett also reported that Ms. Gamby participated in and helped 
organize an Ohio EPA Grant Writing Workshop on October 28th here in the hearing room.  It was a successful event 
with 25 people in attendance.  The Ohio EPA appreciated the partnership and the workshop also accomplished one of 
the plan requirements, which is to host an educational workshop for educators.  

 
Mr. Fawcett also discussed the District’s financials and charts were distributed to attendees and members.  

He said despite some reduced revenues, the District’s cash balance is looking good and the receipts are keeping up 
with the disbursements.     

 
Due to Amanda Gamby’s absence, a detailed outline on Education and Awareness activities and upcoming 

events is attached (see page 3).  Mr. Fawcett also distributed the Christmas tree recycling brochure. 
 
Nick Hennessy reported on recycling at BGSU.  He reported they have spent a lot of time this semester 

preparing a document called Leadership Climate Action Plan, which includes a large solid waste component.  They 
are still going through the transition with single stream and it is doing well.   Their diversion rate has increased 
slightly, however, they had some issues with contamination at the beginning of the semester at some residence halls.   

 
John Randolph reported on activities at the Evergreen Landfill.  He said there is nothing new to report and 

that they continue to sell methane gas.  
 
Vic Gable reported that everything is running well with C.E.S. recycling and all schools are back on board 

they are doing a pilot project with one of the Perrysburg school buildings for single stream recycling.  The glass 
project with O-I is going well and they also bought a replacement truck. 

 
Dave Spengler reported on the Bowling Green Recycling Center.  He said that markets and volumes at the 

Center remain steady. 
   

Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 3, 2015 at 8:15 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.  With no further business to discuss, Bob 
Warnimont made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mayor Edwards seconded the motion.  All members present 
voted yes, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 9:14 A.M. 
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Technical Assistance, Education, & Awareness Report: December 16, 2014 
 
A. Education Program Review & Events: 

 
Past Events: 
• September 30th: District staff toured Rumpke’s Recycling MRF-Columbus, OH 
• October 18th: Folklore & Funfest: Reusable “Say Boo to Litter” Halloween bags 

were donated for distribution to all families in attendance. Each bag contained a 
HHR guide. 

• October 20th: Celebrating Recycling in Ohio Conference: Attended sessions on 
event recycling, composting, and local sustainability efforts. 

• October 28th: Grant Writing 101/102 Workshop: The District partnered with the 
Ohio EPA to bring this workshop to Wood County. 25 individuals attended. 

• October 30th-31st: Wood County Hospital Employee Wellness Fair: This was the 
1st year the District has been invited to display at this event. Provided an opportunity 
to interact with over 300 individuals. 

• November 7th: Fostering Sustainable Behavior Workshop: This all day workshop 
focused on community-based social marketing and was presented by Dr. Doug 
McKenzie-Mohr, who is the founder of this technique. 

• November 19th: OSS SWMD Share Day: Attended sessions on public speaking, 
classroom technology, and ALICE. Shared lesson/activity ideas with colleagues from 
numerous agencies. 

• November 21st: BGSU’s Women in STEM: This hands-on program encourages 
young women (grades 6-8) to consider a career in the science, math, engineering, 
and technology fields. The “Polymers & Plastic Recycling” presentation was provided 
during 3 sessions to over 60 students. 

 
Tours & Presentations: 
So far this year, 82 tours and 71 presentations have been given to local school and 
community groups. 

 
Upcoming Events: 
Treecycle: The annual Christmas tree recycling guide has been updated and posted on 
the District’s website. This guide is also available at the Wood County Landfill and the BG 
Recycling Center. 
 

B. ClearStream Program: 
25 additional ClearStream recycling containers and a transporter have been purchased to 
increase availability for local events. 10 will be permanently located at the Wood County 
Historical Museum for use at events taking place on the grounds. 

 
C. Ohio EPA’s Litter Prevention and Recycling Grants applications are due February 2, 

2015: Grants are targeted at local governments, colleges and universities, solid waste 
management districts/authorities, health districts, state-wide recycling and litter prevention 
trade associations, and private sector businesses for a variety of recycling, litter clean-up 
and scrap tire management projects. 


