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A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste Management District Policy Committee was held on the 3rd day of 

February 2015, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, One Courthouse Square, Bowling Green, 
Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter started the meeting at 8:26 A.M.  The following attended: 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  ALSO PRESENT: 

Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioner  Patti Bowsher,  WC Solid Waste Management District 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Lauren Schall, WC Commissioners’ Office 

Richard Edwards, Mayor, City of B.G.  Joe Fawcett, WC Commissioners’ Office/SWMD 
Scott Warner, Industrial Representative  Nick Hennessy, BGSU Campus Sustainability 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT  Judy Hagen, City of Perrysburg 
Brad Espen, WC Health District  Ana Mowry, Community Employment Services 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Amanda Gamby, WC Solid Waste Management District 
Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township  Channon Cohen, Ohio EPA - DMWM 

  Cassandra Schramm, Ohio EPA - DMWM 
 
Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 16, 

2014 meeting.  Mayor Edwards made a motion to accept the minutes and Skip Baltz seconded the motion.  All members 
present voted yes, the motion carried and the minutes were approved. 

 
Joe Fawcett gave the Solid Waste Management District Update.  He provided an update on the BGSU Capstone 

Project. He and Amanda Gamby met with Shannon Orr, the graduate advisor at BGSU, to discuss the feasibility study of 
the satellite recycling program.  Ms. Gamby also met with the students in the class.  She said that half of the class will work 
on a feasibility study using GIS to make maps and population density to try to determine if the satellites are in the best 
locations.   The other half of the class will look at how to market those programs by taking a look at each individual 
location and making recommendations on how to best reach out to the community.   

 
Mr. Fawcett discussed 2014 recycling figures.  The District sent out business surveys and political subdivision 

surveys.  Ms. Gamby calculated satellite numbers and compared the satellite recycling totals over the last five years.  Many 
locations have been a downward trend, which is fortunate that BGSU is going to look at how they market the satellite 
recycling.    

 
Mr. Fawcett discussed the satellite location cancellation policy.  He said this came about from past weather 

conditions.   Certain groups who staff locations had to cancel their Saturday collection due to the weather.  A proposed 
cancellation policy for satellite locations has been drafted. If approved by the Policy Committee, Mr. Fawcett will present the 
policy to the Commissioners and then send to the local groups and political subdivisions.  Skip Baltz recommended that if this 
policy applies only to the small cargo trailers and not the larger locations with semi-trailers, a distinction should be added to 
the policy.  Mr. Fawcett said that they can make that change to the policy.        
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Mr. Fawcett reported on the Plan Update – sections 4 and 5.  Channon Cohen, the Ohio EPA Planner from 
Columbus, was introduced to the Policy Committee.  He said they broke down the plan update into sections so the first 
three quarters of the year will be the majority of the plan and the last quarter will be a summary of the proposed changes.   
There was a discussion regarding Sections 1 through 5, which were previously reviewed by SWMD staff and Hull & 
Associates (see Staff Notes of Plan Update on page 3).   

 
For Item III, Education & Awareness, Amanda Gamby provided a report on awareness activities and upcoming 

events, which is attached (see page 4-5).   
 
Nick Hennessy reported on the BGSU Leadership Climate Action Plan.  He reported that BGSU President 

Mazey submitted a plan to commit to carbon neutrality to the American College & University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment (an organization of about 680 universities nationwide).  Mr. Hennessy explained that the Climate Action 
Plan is a long term and a short term way of dealing with reducing emissions and carbon neutrality.  The date that BGSU 
selected as an institution for carbon neutrality is the year 2040.   One way to reduce emissions is to use less electricity.  
One short term project is lighting conversion from CFL and fluorescent bulbs to LED lighting, which are tremendous 
savers of kilowatt hours.  Long term plans include looking at other forms of renewable energy such as solar and geo-
thermal energy.   

 
Channon Cohen reported that January began the regional approach to planning.  She also introduced Cassandra 

Schramm from the Ohio EPA, who is currently responsible for the annual reports they receive from compost facilities and 
scrap tire transporters.  Ms. Cohen said there has been much emphasis on House Bill 592 and landfill capacity.  Currently 
they have about 40 years of landfill capacity in the state, so while diversion is still important, the whole regional issue 
about landfills is not a concern anymore.  She said Wood County has a lot of infrastructure and the ability to assure landfill 
capacity.  She asked since that is not an issue any more, is there a greater focus or direction for the District?  Skip Baltz 
stated he still believes that there is still an issue because we need to think about future generations.  She said that a lot of 
districts see themselves as “landfill districts” and their job is to make sure they have landfill capacity and they meet all the 
state requirements.  The actual diversion of waste from the landfill and education outreach are secondary.  She is not 
saying that is the case at Wood County but they are seeing a push by districts in the state to focus less on the landfill 
responsibilities and more on the diversion and outreach programs.  Mayor Edwards stated that he is impressed with the 
operations at the Landfill and how they have become more efficient and environmentally friendly.  He is also pleased with 
the recycling and education efforts and that the District has come a long way.  Scott Warner stated that being new to the 
group, he was surprised at how a good amount of time is spent discussing landfill issues but also how to recycle different 
items. He said it is a forward thinking process with good leadership.   Ms. Cohen said that Wood County should be 
applauded because many counties are getting out of the business of operating landfills.  Wood County is one of the few 
that is continuing to do that and doing a great job.   She also said that Wood County offers very good programs and has 
good residential infrastructure.  The District also offers waste audits to reach out to the commercial and industrial sectors.         

 
Ms, Cohen also discussed engagement and incentive based programs.  What they are seeing at the State level are 

Districts that providing incentive based programs to communities for many years but it doesn’t seem to increase recycling.  
Districts are trying to engage people who know the importance of recycling and districts who pay for recycling, they are 
still not recycling.  It is not just a money issue but also trying to change the behavior of people and mindset.  School 
recycling programs are going to another level and she talked about the importance of educating the youth.  There are also 
some districts that are introducing waste composting into schools, which involves the children.  She also stated that one 
thing that came from House Bill 592 was the consideration of regionalizing solid waste districts.  She said that concept is 
off the table, however they would like to see districts share resources.  Ms. Gamby said they will have to make sure all 
their partnerships and programs are included in the plan. 

 
Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 

5, 2015 at 8:15 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.  With no further business to discuss, Skip Baltz made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting and Scott Warner seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, the motion carried 
and the meeting adjourned at 9:37 A.M. 
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Technical Assistance, Education, & Awareness Report: February 3, 2015  
 

 

A. Education Program Review & Events: 
   
 Past Events: 

 December 11th: District staff toured Weisenbach Recycled Products-Columbus, 
OH 

 December 16th: Storm Debris Management Workshop hosted by BGSU 
 Treecycle: The District promoted 21 Christmas tree recycling opportunities in 

Wood County.  The trees will be ground into mulch or used as wildlife habitat.   
  

B. 2014 Education Numbers:   
 Estimated number of residents directly impacted: 114,457 
 Tours:  82 total 

o 14 Wood County Landfill 
o 27 Wind Turbine 
o 41 Bowling Green Recycling Center  

 Presentations:  73 total 
 Special Events:  15 total  
 Website:  

o Sessions: 9,197 
o Users: 6,864 
o Page Views: 28,684  

 Top 5 Most Popular Pages of 2014: 
 Wood County Landfill 
 Contact Us Page 
 Brochures Page 
 Household Recycling Options 
 FAQ Page 

 
C. Brochure Updates:   

 Plastic Recycling Brochures:  Utilizing the “Plastics Recycling Terms & Tools App” 
provided by www.recycleyourplastics.org to design brochures targeted at each plastic 
recycling program in the county.  A draft brochure has been included as an example.  

 
 Wood County Landfill Brochure: Updating a 20ish year old brochure which 

provides historical and technical background on the operation and property. 
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