
Wood County Solid Waste Management District 
Ken Rieman, Director 

Board of County Commissioners  
James F. Carter  • Tim W. Brown  •  Joel M. Kuhlman  
  

Printed on Recycled Paper 
639 South Dunbridge Road, Suite 3, Bowling Green, Ohio  43402 • Ph. 419.354.9297 • Fax  419.354.1620 

wcswmd@wcnet.org • www.wcswmd.org  

 
WW OO OO DD   CC OO UU NN TT YY   SSOO LL II DD   WW AA SSTT EE   DD II SSTT RR II CC TT   

PPOO LL II CC YY   CC OO MM MM II TT TT EE EE   MM EE EE TT II NN GG   
July 17, 2012 

Minutes of Meeting 

A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 17th day 
of July 2012, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:   
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners  Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Richard Edwards, Mayor, City of B.G.  Brad Espen, WC Health Department 
Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department  Patti Bowsher, WC Solid Waste District 
  Melissa Krieger, C.E.S. of Wood Lane 
THOSE ABSENT:  Amanda Gamby, WC Solid Waste District 
Jack Ritchie, Industrial Representative  Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Joe Fawcett, WC Commissioners Office 
  Steve Lonneman, Evergreen RDF 
  John Randolph, Evergreen RDF 
  Nick Hennessy, BGSU Campus Operations Sustainability 
  Dave Spengler, B.G. Recycling Center 

 

Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for a motion to approve the minutes from the 
March 20, 2012 meeting.  With no corrections, Mayor Edwards made a motion to accept the minutes and 
Kristin Tillison seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and minutes approved. 

 

Commissioner Carter announced that Policy Committee Member, Pat Bacon, sent a letter of 
resignation to the Committee.  Ken Rieman stated that she moved out of Wood County and was a citizen 
representative.   Commissioner Carter said that there are some new candidate recommendations but the 
Committee is not ready to make a decision today.  He said if anyone has other recommendations for the 
position to let him know and a decision could be made in the next month.  Mr. Rieman added that the 
decision of a replacement can only be made by the four members from a governmental entity, which includes 
Commissioner Carter, Kristin Tillison, Jim Rossow, and Mayor Edwards.  He said the way the law was 
written four members are appointed by the fact that they are representing a government entity. Then there are 
two citizen representatives and an industrial representative who are appointed.  Mr. Rieman said that in past 
years, the composition of the Policy Committee has included members from across the County.  For the three 
members that are appointed, previous members have been from the North, South, and the middle of the 
County.  He asked the Committee to take that into consideration as they are looking for a new candidate.  
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Commissioner Carter moved to Item III, Education and Awareness.  Amanda Gamby reported on 
activities and upcoming events.  A detailed outline and information is attached (see pages 6-8).      

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item IV, Health Department Report.  Kristin Tillison reported that 

since the last meeting, there were four new solid waste complaints and three of those were finalized.  In May 
they received the Ohio EPA’s approval from the solid waste survey.  Ms. Tillison also reported that while 
conducting the landfill inspections, she distributed new information regarding asbestos acceptance.  She said 
she attended a training class about the new rules last week.  She also announced that there will be a new Ohio 
EPA Solid Waste Inspector.  She said Brent Goetz will no longer be the inspector for the area and that Sue 
Hardy will take his place. 

 
Ken Rieman added some information about asbestos.  He said there are two different types of 

asbestos, friable and non-friable (airborne and non-airborne).  He said that Evergreen Landfill has a permit to 
accept asbestos but it must be double bagged and handled in a special way.  The new regulation states that 
anything below 4 square inches is considered friable (airborne) asbestos.  The problem is that something that 
size can crumble and become airborne.  Wood County’s standpoint is that they will not accept it at all.  In the 
past it was accepted as long as it was non-friable.  This new rule makes it nearly impossible with that small 
of a size.  The policy at the Wood County Landfill is to direct the asbestos to the Evergreen Landfill, where 
they are permitted to accept it.   

 
Mr. Rieman asked Ms. Tillison if there was an update on the D & K facility license transfer.  Ms. 

Tillison stated that the license has not been transferred yet.  The approval has been sent out from the EPA and 
Health District and they are waiting on financial assurance.  She said that once they get the financial assurance, 
the transfer will proceed from Doug Valentine to Donald Williams of Jehm Enterprises from Archbold, Ohio.   
Mr. Rieman asked if it is a transfer of the property or just a transfer of the license.  Ms. Tillison stated that it is 
just the transfer of the license on their end.  However, she said an updated application was submitted for the 
transfer process that shows who the new owner will be of both the property and landfill.   

 
Mayor Edwards asked if the property will be inspected before the transfer will take place.  Ms. 

Tillison said no and explained that the rules only allow the transfer of the license.  Mr. Rieman added that 
there have always been concerns about that site because it sits on bedrock and there is no leachate collection 
system.  The groundwater was tested years ago and there was concern that there may be some contamination.  
Brad Espen from the Health Department agreed that there is some contamination in some of the wells.  
However, it is not a chemical contamination, but rather certain constituents from the C & D facility. He also 
said the Health Department continues to monitor the neighboring wells around the facility.        

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item V, Landfill Reports.  Steve Lonneman reported on activities at 

the Evergreen Landfill.  He said that he is pleased to report for the first time that they have gone 6 months 
with the same number of employees.  He also noted that the volume is up slightly this year.     

 
Ken Rieman reported on activities at the Wood County Landfill.  Mr. Rieman said that since last 

meeting, the Landfill is holding their own volume-wise.  He said volume was up a little at the beginning of 
the year but now volume is slightly down.  He attributes that to the spring wet weather and the dry summer 
weather.  He also said that the Landfill has a good haul road that attracts customers from other facilities during 
the wet weather.  Mr. Rieman reported that a big project at the Landfill is the haul road extension down to the 
North side.  He also mentioned that they are using a tarp for cover, which is working very well.  Mr. Rieman 
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said they are also working on the long-term permit.  They have about 14 years of capacity at the current 
volume.  Mr. Rieman said that may sound like a lot, but getting a permit from the EPA could take 10 years.   

 
Mr. Rieman also announced that the Compost Association is going to visit the Wood County 

Landfill in August.  He said they will also visit the Oaks Dining facility at B.G.S.U. and Hirzel Compost site.  
There will be people from around the State visiting Wood County.   

 
Mr. Rieman reported that that gas project is at a stand still.  He said the District is going to return the 

funds received from ODNR.  He said things have changed over the years since the project started and that the 
economics do not work.  There was some equipment that would have worked for their site size, but the amount 
of money they could have received for the gas to generate electricity was not enough to make it sustainable.   

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VI, Recycling Reports.  Dave Spengler reported on operations 

at the Bowling Green Recycling Center.  He said things are going well at the Center.  They continue to 
partner with Community Employment Services (C.E.S.) of Wood Lane to process the materials from the 
City curbside program.  Mr. Spengler said another project at the Center was sealing the asphalt.  The Center 
is also thinking about replacing one of the trash compactors. 

 
Due to Judy Hagen’s absence, Amanda Gamby gave an update on recycling activities for 

Perrysburg.  Ms. Gamby reported that the City of Perrysburg has expanded their curbside recycling 
collection program.  Additional items are accepted curbside so residents are able to recycle more in those 
bins.  Ms. Gamby mentioned that Perrysburg also has a second recycling drop-off site for cardboard that was 
added at the old location on East Boundary.  Both recycling drop-off sites continue to be successful in 
capturing large amounts of cardboard from residents.   

 
Ms. Gamby also mentioned that the 8th annual Recycle Round Up was held in May.  This year there 

were 488 residents that came out to the event.  Ms. Gamby said that from working at the event, the majority 
of materials that residents brought out were electronics.  She said they collected over 13,000 pounds of 
televisions and over 14,000 pounds of other electronics.  Very little household hazardous waste was 
collected.  Ms. Gamby stated that Ms. Hagen stopped accepting paint at this event and believes that is the 
reason the numbers dropped dramatically.  Lastly, Ms. Gamby announced that Ms. Hagen will be a presenter 
at Wood County Earth Camp on July 24th. 

 
Bob Warnimont reported on recycling operations at Perrysburg Township.  He reported that after the 

Recycle Round Up there are some items they may cut out next year and will reassess the collection.  He also 
discussed the fall brush pick up.  He said they are looking into buying a clam box for their tractor so they can 
haul larger brush and trees.  He said it is getting tougher each year to collect the brush piles.   

 
Mr. Warnimont also reported they are looking at acquiring balers for the satellite recycling drop-off.  

When the drop-off began about 10 years ago at Perrysburg Township, the collection went from one trailer to 
two trailers.  He said one trailer is completely filled with only plastic.  They started accepting cardboard 
when the Township bought a community truck for the complex.  He said they fill up the truck completely 
with cardboard and then take it to the Recycling Center.   

 
Mr. Rieman added that Perrysburg Township is the one drop-off site where they are over volume.  

He said the two trailers they use are 32 feet long and are completely full at each collection.  The materials are 
then brought down to the Bowling Green Recycling Center, along with the box truck full of cardboard.  Mr. 



   

• Page 4 

Rieman said that they are trying to create efficiency.  The Commissioners have agreed to a small grant for a 
couple down-stroke balers at a cost of $12,000.00.  The goal is to reduce the trips to the Bowling Green 
Recycling Center because there it is costly to run the trailers and truck to the Center each month.  The balers 
would bale the plastic.  He said the plastic that fills up an entire trailer would be less than one bale.  Because 
the Trustees built a new facility, there is a place to put the balers.  The money has been appropriated to try to 
take care of the volume being dropped off there. 

 

Skip Baltz gave an update on recycling at North Baltimore.  He said he is pleased to say they are 
doing very well in North Baltimore.  He said after looking at the year-end report, North Baltimore’s satellite 
drop-off is the second highest in volume.  He believes one of the reasons for the high volume is that they are 
open every Saturday morning for three hours.  He said there was a problem with the plastic baler during one 
of the collections but that problem has been fixed and operations are running fine now.  Mr. Baltz said that 
the drop-off has been running since the early 1990’s and they are still using the same two balers for 
cardboard and plastic.  A good group of workers from Masonic Lodge work at the drop-off every Saturday.  
He also mentioned that there has been a student intern working at the site for a couple years named Emily 
Stewart, who is interested in recycling and the environment.  She helped create recycling collection at the 
North Baltimore High School football games a couple years ago.  She will be moving on and attending 
college in the fall to continue her education in that area.  All in all they are doing very well in North 
Baltimore and complimented the District’s educational programs that teach the children about recycling.   

 

Due to Vic Gable’s absence, Melissa Krieger reported on activities at C.E.S.  She reported that they 
have expanded the cardboard recycling with the City of Perrysburg and they now pick up at both of the sites.  
They also participated in the 4th annual Clean Your Files Day, partnering with the Recycling Center, First 
Federal Bank, North Branch Nursery, and the Solid Waste District.  Lastly, Ms. Krieger reported on the O-I 
glass collection project at Levis Commons.  They are averaging about 10 totes per week from Bar Louie.  
The Hilton Garden Inn has about 3 totes per week; however, they have asked for more containers because 
they are getting more glass.  Mr. Rieman added a comment to the glass.  He has meeting with a company that 
is talking about possibly locating in Wood County to process glass.  He said that glass has been an issue for 
the last couple years.   

   

Commissioner Carter moved to Item VI, Solid Waste District Issues.  Mr. Rieman reported that the 
District is collecting designation fees.  He said it is the first time there is an even playing field in Wood 
County and everyone is paying the fee.  They did have an issue with Suburban Landfill in Perry County.  
They took eight tons of waste from Wood County but were not designated.  The good news Suburban 
Landfill is now designated and the District can collect fees from them.   

 

Next, Mr. Rieman reported on the budget.  He said the District has cut the budget significantly 
because of less revenue.  He said that the base they have set has sustained the District through some of the 
tougher times.  At this time, they do not see expending very much due to both income and the review of 
House Bill 592.  The District is waiting to see what the State is going to do.  The budget is solid and the 
major amount of money comes from the Evergreen Landfill fees.  Mr. Rieman said that the District tries to 
maintain six months to a year balance.   

 

Mr. Rieman also discussed the Annual Report.  He provided a copy for the Committee Members 
and pointed out some blank pages.  The reason for the blank pages is because EPA wants information on 
special collections for tires, household hazardous waste, electronics, etc.  The District does not have special 
collections and instead tries to find everyday solutions for those items.  He said that Ms. Gamby has put 
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together and excellent Household Recycling Guide.  The purpose of the guide is to find everyday solutions 
for everyday items.  Wood County is fortunate to have local companies that allow residents to bring items for 
proper disposal.  The District is also fortunate that they do not have to spend money on special collections 
like other districts.   

 

Lastly, Mr. Rieman gave an update on House Bill 592.  He said that it is still in review and they are 
calling it Phase II.  Mr. Rieman asked Joe Fawcett if he learned anything new at the meeting he attended 
with Andrew Kalmar regarding this issue.  Mr. Fawcett stated that the Ohio EPA has been conducting idea 
sharing seminars for the past six months.  He said people were there from the industry, governmental entities, 
and conservation groups to share ideas on how better to update House Bill 592 and the solid waste laws.  He 
said it was more of facilitation on idea sharing and moving that forward.  Mr. Lonneman stated that he was 
there as well.  He said the ideas proposed seemed to be based on each individual’s career interests. 

   

Mr. Rieman followed up with some comments.  He said the EPA is calling this Phase II and they are 
stating that this is an open and transparent process.  Mr. Rieman disagrees and he is concerned that there is a 
hidden agenda by the EPA.  He said it is fine to have an agenda but he would like it if they shared it.  He said 
the whole thing was precipitated by the current Director who proposed a lot of ideas.  One concern for solid 
waste districts is the idea about consolidating to only eight solid waste districts for the entire state of Ohio.  Mr. 
Lonneman added that at the meeting the EPA said that wasn’t the case because is was only a proposed number.   

 

Mr. Rieman also mentioned that CCAO and OSWDO put together information titled, Legislative 
Recommendations Resulting from Comprehensive Review of Solid Waste Law (House Bill 592).  Copies 
were distributed to Committee Members.  Mr. Rieman said that the information is pretty comprehensive and 
the groups are very involved and everybody is waiting to see what decisions are going to be made regarding 
House Bill 592.  Mr. Rieman stated that the issues with legislation are primarily because of the 
unpredictability of what is happening at the State level.   

 

Commissioner Carter asked if there were any other comments. Nick Hennessy from B.G.S.U. 
reported on recycling activities on campus.  Going back to the Recycle Round-Up discussion, Mr. Hennessy 
said that during the University’s spring cleanup the number one item collected was televisions.  Five to six 
dozen televisions were collected but then are reused and placed with other owners.  Mr. Hennessy also 
reported the University is going to continue recycling at the home football games this fall.  They received a 
small grant from Dasani and Coke for some additional containers for recycling collection.  The program is 
called Green Tailgating and last year they averaged about 1.8 tons per game.  Mr. Hennessy also mentioned 
that they were approached by and will be partnering with student volunteers to recycle at the Black Swamp 
Arts festival this year.   

 

Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  The next meeting was scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at 8:30 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. With no further business 
to discuss, Skip Baltz made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Kristin Tillison seconded the motion.  All 
members present voted yes, meeting adjourned around 9:19 a.m. 
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Policy Committee Meeting-Technical Assistance, Education, & Awareness Report: 
March 20, 2012 

 

A. Education Program Review (January 1st-July 1st) 
The first half of the year tends to be the busiest for the District’s Education Department.  So far this 
year, 58 tours of the WC Landfill, Bowling Green Recycling Center, and Wind Turbines have been 
given and 54 presentations were provided to groups of all ages and affiliations.  The District has also 
participated in 9 local events providing information on recycling and proper waste disposal.  These 
efforts have reached 5,297 individuals and we hope to reach many more as the year continues.     

 
B. Upcoming Events: 

  12th Annual Earth Camp, July 24th 

 This year is the 12th year for our annual Earth Camp!  The office is partnering with the Wood 
County Community Learning Centers summer program to bring 250 children to William Henry 
Harrison Park in Pemberville.  This year’s camp is named “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…Robots!?!?” 
and participants will rotate through several fun and educational sessions.  Please see the attached 
schedule for more details. 

  

Wood County Fair, July 30th-August 6th 
Our office will be featuring the “Every Day Solutions” theme once again this year at our booth 
during the Wood County Fair.  Please join us each day to learn safe and proper disposal methods, 
 recycling opportunities, and ways to “go green” in every room of your home.  Each day we will 
provide valuable brochures and tips for greener living.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Farm Pesticide Collection, August 27th, Wood County Junior Fair Building  
The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) will sponsor three farm pesticide collections in 
August.  We are fortunate enough to have one scheduled for Wood County! These pesticide 
collection services are free of charge for local farmers, to properly dispose of unused farm 
chemicals.  Non-farm pesticides and chemicals, such as paint, antifreeze, solvents and household 
pesticides will not be accepted.  Regional pesticide collections and disposals are sponsored by ODA 
and the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  For additional information, or to pre-
register, please contact the ODA Pesticide and Fertilizer Section at 614-728-6393.  Please see 
attached letter for further details. 
 
16th Annual Clean Your Streams, September 15th   
Volunteer to remove litter and see what you can find. Clean Your Streams Day begins at 8 a.m. and 
ends with an Appreciation Picnic for all participants following the cleanup. Awards are given for 
competitions at the picnic, as well as special thank you items for participants.  For a list of locations, 
 volunteer registration, or for more information on how to get involved, please visit 
www.PartnersForCleanStreams.org.   
 

C. Marketing & Advertising 
1. Website:  Google Analytics continues to be used to track the site’s usage.  So far, this year, 

the site has been visited 3,558 times by 2,903 individuals.  The top three pages that are being 
viewed are the Landfill, Recycling, and FAQ pages.  The site is also providing data on the 
number of visitors using their cell phones to visit, which may lead to different marketing 
strategies. 

2. Advertising:   Advertising remains at a minimum due to budget constraints.         
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D. Anti-Litter Billboard Winners Announced   

In honor of Earth Day, we were proud to offer the 3rd Billboard Art Contest hosted by the  Wood 
County Solid Waste District.  This opportunity was funded by the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Litter Prevention and Recycling by means of the 2012 Litter Grant, and this 
year’s theme emphasized the importance of litter prevention for a healthy environment.  The contest 
was open to all Kindergarten through 6th Grade Students in Wood County.  Close to 800 entries 
were received and judged with Hannah Hodulik, a student from Eastwood Middle School, and Mia 
Shultz, a student from Toth Elementary, selected as the two winners.  Each winner was visited by 
Lucky Ladybug, the state mascot for litter prevention, and given an Earth Day T-shirt and $100 
worth of environmental education books for each of  their classrooms.  Each design included an 
anti-litter message encouraging motorists to keep Wood County clean by not throwing their trash on 
the ground.  We are sure that their colorful designs caught the attention of residents and visitors 
reminding them that we are all responsible for the health of our environment and our community.  
 

What We’ve Been Up To: 
A P R I L :  
Earth Day! 
Thank you to everyone who stopped by our display during the Earth Day Celebrations around Wood 
County; visited for a tour of the Bowling Green Recycling Center, Wood County Landfill, or the Wind 
Turbines; invited us to give a presentation to your classroom or group; and volunteered to help keep 
Wood County a clean and healthy place to live and work!  April and May are our busiest months of the 
year, but we schedule year round.  If you would like to schedule a tour or presentation, please contact 
our office.  We enjoy meeting and working with all of you! 
 
5th Annual Clean Your Files Day – April 20th  
On April 20, 2012, from 10:00-2:00, Wood Lane Industries, the Wood County Solid Waste District, 
First Federal Bank, Laser Cartridge Express, Keep Perrysburg Beautiful, and North Branch Nursery 
partnered together to recycle as much office materials as we could.  Four locations in the county 
accepted paper for secure document destruction.  To help celebrate the day, the first 50 visitors at each 
site received a tree sapling to plant at home and everyone was entered to win one of four trees donated 
by North Branch Nursery.  This was a great way to safely destroy old documents and help our 
environment at the same time!  An estimated 100 residents and several local businesses participated 
bringing in an estimated 5,000 lbs. of paper for proper destruction and recycling.   
 
BGSU Eco Fair – April 25th  
District employees hosted a display during this annual Earth Day Celebration held on the Union Oval.  
BGSU students, faculty, and staff were able to visit a variety of educational booths to learn about local 
conservation and sustainability efforts and check out the eco-friendly products for sale.   
 
Owens Community College Environmental Fair – April 26th  
District employees hosted a display during this annual Earth Day Celebration held at Owens’ Toledo 
Campus.  Students, faculty, and staff were able to visit a variety of educational booths to learn about 
local conservation and sustainability efforts.   
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Wood County Plant Exchange 
Sponsored by the OSU Wood County Master Gardeners – April 28 th  
An estimated 250 residents attended the first annual plant exchange sponsored by the OSU Wood 
County Master Gardeners.  Everyone received two plants just for attending and additional plants for 
every plant brought to exchange.  Hundreds of plants of numerous varieties were swapped with many 
leaving with wheelbarrows and wagons overflowing!  Community organizations and volunteers hosted 
educational booths to help answer questions on gardening topics and concerns.   
 
M A Y :  
Recycle Round Up – May 5th  
Open to City of Perrysburg, City of Rossford, Perrysburg Twp & Middleton Twp Residents Only! 
This special recycling collection and household hazardous waste collection was open to:  City of 
Perrysburg residents, City of Rossford residents, &  Residents of Perrysburg Township and Middleton 
Township.  488 vehicles drove through this year’s event, recycling a huge amount of electronics and 
properly disposing of household hazardous waste.   
The Wood County Solid Waste District always encourages residents to seek out “Every Day Solutions 
to Your Disposal Needs.”  Many local businesses will accept household items for recycling on a daily 
basis.  Please download a copy of our Household Recycling Guide for a list of participating locations.  
Paper copies can also be obtained by contacting our office or by visiting our booth during any of the 
above listed events!   
 
J U N E : 
OALPRP Summer Conference - Cherry Valley Lodge, Newark, OH 
June 20th-June 22nd  
The 2012 OALPRP Summer Conference Agenda and Registration are complete and can be downloaded 
from the OALPRP website at www.oalprp.org.  This year’s conference is themed “Reflecting on 
Recycling” and will be held in Newark, Ohio, June 20th-June 22nd.  Please review all of the materials 
carefully.  We hope you are able to join us!  
A huge thank you to this year’s conference sponsors: 
Gold Level: Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Recycling & Litter Prevention 

Bronze Level: Acme Electronics Recycling; The Rehrig Pacific Company; Republic Services-Sandusky 
Division; Weisenbach Recycled Products 

 
 

    

    

    


