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A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 19th day 
of July 2011, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter called the meeting to order at 8:28 A.M.  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:        
    

ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:    

Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners     Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
John Quinn, Mayor, City of Bowling Green  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Patricia Bacon, City of Northwood     Erica Bruielly, WC Solid Waste District 
Jack Ritchie, Industrial Representative  Patti Bowsher, WC Solid Waste District 
Brad Espen, WC Health Department  Steve Lonneman, Evergreen RDF 
  Mick Torok, N.A.T. Transportation 
THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:     Judy Hagen, City of Perrysburg 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling     Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department 
  Nick Hennessy, BGSU Campus Operations Sustainability 
  Vic Gable, Employment Services of Wood Lane 
  John Randolph, Evergreen RDF 
  D/ S Dirk Fenimore, WC Sheriff’s Office 

 

Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for review of minutes from the January 11, 
2011 meeting.  With no corrections, Mayor Quinn made a motion to accept the minutes and Jack 
Ritchie seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and minutes approved. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item II, Plan Approval and Annual Report.  Ken Rieman 

reported that the Solid Waste Plan was approved on March 28, 2011 (a copy of the approved Plan was 
distributed to the Committee Members).  Mr. Rieman stated that the original draft was due in 
December 2009 and the process to complete the Plan can take a couple years.  An implementation 
schedule was included in the Plan, which lists current programs and a continuation of the programs 
that the District has been doing.  Also included in the Plan was more language about expenditures due 
to the budget reduction and the impact on the District.  Those inclusions will allow for more flexibility in 
the Plan.  Mr. Rieman added that the Annual Report was also submitted to the Ohio EPA.  A copy of the 
Education Awareness Year-End Report was also distributed to the Policy Committee Members.   
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Mayor Quinn asked how long the Plan update is good for.  Mr. Rieman responded that the Plan 
is good for five years, which means the next Plan will need to be started in three years.  If they did not 
have 15 years of landfill capacity, it would only be a three-year plan.   

 
Ken Rieman then reported on Item III, Designation Flow Control and Budget.  He said they are 

proceeding with the designation flow control process.   Mr. Rieman said that one advantage to flow 
control is that it can bring in approximately $50,000 to $75,000.00.  Another advantage of flow 
control is it evens out the playing field with a fair share of support.  Mr. Rieman explained that over the 
last 20 years, there has always been trash that flowed outside Wood County and did not pay into the 
Solid Waste District.  In some cases, the District gave grants to certain communities whose trash was 
going out of Wood County and were not paying their fair share of support.  He also said the District had 
to extend the deadline on the agreement because one problem they encountered was getting the 
documentation back from some of the entities.  Mr. Rieman estimates that the designation will take 
effect sometime in September.  

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item IV, Education and Awareness.  Due to Amanda Gamby’s 

absence, Erica Bruielly presented the report.  A detailed outline of education awareness activities and 
upcoming events is attached (see page 6).  Commissioner Carter complimented the District for putting 
together the OALPRP Summer Conference that was held in June.  He said it was very well received and 
it exposed many people to Wood County. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item V, Health Department Report.  Kristin Tillison reported that 

the Health Department has performed all of the standard inspections with the solid waste facilities.  
There was an EPA survey in March and they received the Director’s approval.  The solid waste 
complaints have been down this year.  Ms. Tillison said that she has had only seven complaints for the 
whole year so far.   

 
Commissioners Carter moved to Item VI, Landfill Reports.  Steve Lonneman reported on 

operations at the Evergreen Landfill.  He introduced John Randolph, who has been the site engineer at 
Evergreen since last September.  Mr. Lonneman said that their tonnage is down.  At the last meeting 
Mr. Lonneman projected the tonnage to be down about 15%, however, it is actually down 34%.  He 
said that the percentage is worse for the Solid Waste District because the majority of the material is 
from out-of-county.  That means it is a $4.00 per ton loss in fees, instead of a $2.00 loss per ton.  They 
are looking at about $300,000.00 less this year than last year.  He said other than that operations 
have been going well.  Mr. Rieman thanked Mr. Lonneman for giving the District notice about the 
decreasing volumes.  He said that information made it easier to manage the budget and allowed the 
District to plan ahead.  They have watched the expenditures very closely and made many cutbacks.   

 
Mr. Rieman reported on activities at the Wood County Landfill.  He said they finished covering 

the 22 acres on the North side with clay.  By getting that finished, they did not have to put in the plastic 
liner and the clay allows leachate to be collected.  Mr. Rieman also reported that the permit call-in was 
submitted, which states that the Landfill is complying with all the requirements. The EPA reviews it to 
see if anything needs to be updated.  To date they have not received any response from the EPA.   

 
Mr. Rieman also reported on the force main and announced it is finally complete.  The major 

problem over the past four or five months has not been the operation of the force main but rather the 
meter reading too high.  A modification made to the pump caused it to gravity feed and gave incorrect 
meter readings.  An electric valve was installed so that it does not gravity feed. That valve causes the 
pumps to turn on when the tanks fill up.  Everything should be resolved and the force main is going to 
save money in the first year.  So far this year there has been a savings of $30,000.00.   

 



3 

Mr. Rieman also mentioned that the Landfill has been able to do a lot of construction since it 
stopped raining and things are looking good.  Spring can be a challenge at the Landfill, especially when 
there is twice as much rain as usual. 

 
Mayor Quinn asked where the force main meter is located.  Mr. Rieman replied that it is 

located at the pump station and everything has been running fine.  He said the installation went well 
but the meter was the problem. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VII, Projects.  Ken Rieman reported that Amanda Gamby 

attended a glass meeting hosted by ODNR in Columbus.  Mr. Rieman stated the District has also met 
with people from the industry, including Owens-Illinois (O-I).  They have met with O-I before to try to 
improve glass recycling.  Currently, there is not a market for glass and O-I has not been willing to 
support the market as they did 15-20 years ago when there was a subsidy on glass.  Back then, glass 
was worth around $60.00-$70.00 per ton, which paid for freight and some of the processing.  Mr. 
Rieman said that the value of glass today is anywhere from $10.00-$20.00 per ton, which does not 
even pay freight costs. Freight for the glass project that the Bowling Green Recycling Center has been 
working on with N.A.T. is around $25.00 per ton.   

 
Mr. Rieman then reported on the gas project at the Wood County Landfill.  He said the project 

with AMP Ohio was not able to work.  AMP had requested a 400-kilowatt capacity immediately upon 
installation.  Unfortunately, the request was too close to the grant deadline and ODNR does not extend 
grants. The 400-kilowatt requirement came up at the last minute and if the District had more time, 
they would have bought the equipment and completed the project.  Because of the deadline, the 
District was forced to return the money to ODNR.  Mr. Rieman said they did make an inquiry through 
Hull & Associates, who has worked on other energy and landfill gas projects.  They have a meeting next 
week with Hull & Associates and ODNR to see if ODNR will give them support again for the project.  It is 
unusual because ODNR has not funded landfill gas projects in the past year.  However, ODNR said they 
would still like to see if they could help the District and possibly find funds from the Department of 
Development.  The District has the possibility of still completing the gas project on a smaller scale.  Mr. 
Rieman said they are hopeful they can still make this happen.  He said the project dates back to 
almost 15 years in the making.  Mr. Rieman stated they are also hopeful that they can get an 
agreement with the City of Bowling Green to buy the electricity.  He added that Hull & Associates is also 
currently working on a biodigestor project with the Campbell Soup Factory.   

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VIII, Program Reports.  Dave Spengler reported on 

activities at the Bowling Green Recycling Center. He said everything is going fine at the Recycling 
Center.  They continue their partnership with Community Employment Services from Wood Lane.  They 
have a crew that works at the Recycling Center to process the City curbside recyclables.  The Recycling 
Center has also received a grant from ODNR for glass recycling.  Mr. Spengler said they are partnering 
with N.A.T. to provide transportation of the glass to Dayton, Ohio.   

 
Vic Gable reported on the C.E.S. program.  He said they have a new customer, Pioneer Seed.  

They have also been meeting with Vehtek to help them improve their recycling efforts.  Mr. Gable also 
mentioned that C.E.S. is going to start a pilot project with O-I at Levis Commons for glass collection.  
That project will start within the next 60 days. 

 
Judy Hagen reported on Perrysburg activities.  She said that Recycle Round-Up was held in May 

and in attendance were 160 residents from the City of Perrysburg, 109 Perrysburg Township residents, 
34 residents from Rossford, and 6 residents from Milton Township.  They partnered with Creative 
Recycling out of Louisville, Kentucky this year.  9,541 pounds of electronics were collected and it only 
cost Perrysburg a total of $300.00.  Goodwill was also at the event and they collected appliances and 
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working computer parts.  C.E.S. was there and took 5,090 pounds of paper for document destruction.  
14-15 pounds of household hazardous waste was also collected.  This year they tried to encourage 
residents to dispose of latex paint with kitty litter.  Ms. Hagen also mentioned that the compost site is 
doing very well.  They have added a second Saturday per month and have between 28-46 people per 
Saturday.  Ms. Hagen complimented Ms. Gamby and Ms. Bruielly on an excellent job at the OALPRP 
Summer Conference.  She said it was very enjoyable and the tours were great because it allowed her 
to go to places in Wood County that she had never been to before.  

 
Ms. Hagen also reported on an Eagle Scout landscaping project.  Ms. Hagen said the Eagle Scout 

had all the flowers donated for the project (55 roses and 220 daylilies).  2,200 daffodils were also 
donated, which will be planted in the fall and will add some color to the bridge gateway.  She also said 
that the corporation sign is now visible at night because a light has been installed.  Ms. Hagen also 
mentioned that they have just completed and received monies for the first EAB grant with ash trees.  Ms. 
Hagen also announced that there is a new sign and walking trail at Rotary Community Park.  Upcoming 
events include America Recycles Day on November 15, 2011.  Perrysburg is going to do a cooperative 
program with C.E.S. and Perrysburg Township and open a second recycling drop-off.  It will be at the old 
street division building and will be open one Saturday per month.  The drop-off will be for those who live 
just outside of town and will also be available to Township residents.  That project will be funded by the 
Perrysburg Country Garden Club. They are using funds to buy totes and fencing to enclose the area to 
avoid littering and illegal dumping. 

 
Deputy Sheriff Dirk Fenimore, the Environmental Litter Office for Wood County, reported on the 

Sheriff’s Litter Program.  He wanted to thank Mr. Rieman for inviting him to the meeting.  Mr. Rieman 
said that he just wanted everyone to know that the program continued even though the Solid Waste 
District does not fund it anymore.  Deputy Sheriff Fenimore reported that the inmates have been working 
in a garden.  Last year the garden produced a lot of fruit and vegetables that were used in the kitchen at 
the Justice Center.  This year they more than doubled the size of the garden and Bonnie Plant Farm, on 
Jerry City Road, donated most of the plants.  He also reported that the inmates go out along the roads 
and pick up the litter and trash.  So far this year about 160 inmates picked up trash alongside the road.  
They covered about 190 miles and used 310 hours of labor.  Over the past six months, the Justice 
Center alone has collected approximately 16,000 pounds of recyclables that have been taken to the 
Recycling Center.  Deputy Sheriff Fenimore also stated that his numbers are down a little because he has 
other duties at the Justice Center that he must perform.  He also mentioned that the litter information on 
the Sheriff’s website will be updated.  Deputy Sheriff Fenimore said his contact number is also on the 
website and that he can be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 AM to 4:30 PM.    

 
Bob Warnimont reported on Perrysburg Township activities.  He said that as Ms. Hagen 

mentioned earlier, they assisted with the Recycle Round-Up this year.  He reported that they have 
started taking cardboard at the drop-off and they also purchased a community truck, which he uses to 
transport the cardboard to the Bowling Green Recycling Center once per month.  Mr. Warnimont said 
they have been getting many requests about what to do with grass clippings.  The brush pickup is 
coming up in September and the residents can get rid of their brush then.   

 
Due to Ronda Downard’s absence, Ken Rieman gave a brief report on the Juvenile Court 

Program.  He said that 225 youths have covered about 142 miles and picked up 97 bags of trash and 
58 of those bags were recyclables that were taken to the Bowling Green Recycling Center.  He said that 
crew runs through August 11, 2011.  He said the Solid Waste District has supported the program over 
the years by giving them funds for vehicles and it has been an excellent program.  Pat Bacon stated that 
she has seen them out working more than she has ever seen before in Northern Wood County, Lake 
Township, and on some rural roads in Perrysburg Township.  She said they are doing a good job.  
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Ken Rieman also discussed the Luckey compostable recycling program and introduced Mick 
Torok to talk about it.  Mr. Torok said that Luckey has a program to collect compostable recyclables 
curbside.  He said they also have the once per month drop-off program.  Each quarter there is a 15-
20% increase from the previous year’s quarter.  The participation rate has increased with just about 
50% of each household participating.  Mr. Torok stated that in the past the set out rate for regular 
recycling was only about 25% participation.  Currently the set out rate is approximately 90%.  They are 
extremely particular about what is accepted and there is a zero tolerance on anything in the cart that is 
non-compostable.  The driver is adamant about not accepting foreign articles because Hirzel will not 
accept them.  Mr. Torok said the driver is getting to know the residents because they are asking many 
questions about what is accepted and what is not.  With this program, N.A.T. is discovering their 
seasonal highs and lows. For example, the first quarter (January through March) showed the least 
volume or weight.  The second quarter is the most and then the third and fourth quarters are a leveling 
out period.  The important thing is the tonnage and the number of people that are increasing each 
quarter.   Mr. Torok added that they have a successful program they are going to continue. 

 
Commissioner Carter asked if there were any other comments or business.  Deputy Sheriff 

Fenimore added that with the fair coming up the Litter Crew will be out early in the mornings cleaning 
up the fairgrounds.  He mentioned that N.A.T. worked very well with them last year and their help is 
greatly appreciated.  He also added that the Litter Crew will be working to clean up the Perrysburg 
Heights Festival in August. 

 
Ken Rieman introduced Nick Hennessy, from B.G.S.U. to talk about activities on campus.  He is 

the Sustainability Coordinator with Campus Operations.  Mr. Hennessy said a big project they are 
continuing this year is a partnership with the Athletic Department called Green Tailgating.  The program 
operates at the stadium for every home football game.  They offer recycling and waste reduction 
opportunities in the tailgate area and in the entire stadium.  He estimates that they averaged 1.6 tons 
per game last year and are hoping to expand that for this year.  Amanda Gamby added that since Nick 
Hennessy has taken over as Sustainability Coordinator, they have seen a tremendous increase in the 
sustainable and green projects on Campus.  She also said that communication between the Solid 
Waste District Office and the Campus has gone up as well.  She said it is nice to see that partnership 
growing again and see the new programs developing.   

 
Commissioner Carter asked if there was any other business.  Ken Rieman added that there 

were substantial grants awarded from ODNR, despite the fact that they had to return money.  Phoenix 
Technologies received a grant for $250,000.00 to expand their plastics recycling and that will pay for 
an electronic sorter.  Hirzel Compost Site received $200,000.00 for equipment to expand the compost 
site.  The grant will be a significant help to their business and will allow more material to come in from 
outside their own operations.  The Bowling Green Recycling Center was also awarded grant monies for 
glass recycling, which will be used for four roll-offs and a trailer to haul glass to Dayton.     

 
 Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  The next meeting was 
scheduled for Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, October 18October 18October 18October 18, 201, 201, 201, 2011111    at 8:30 A.M.at 8:30 A.M.at 8:30 A.M.at 8:30 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. With no 
further business to discuss, Pat Bacon made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jack Ritchie seconded 
the motion.  All members present voted yes, meeting adjourned around 9:16 a.m. 
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Policy Committee MeetingPolicy Committee MeetingPolicy Committee MeetingPolicy Committee Meeting----Technical Assistance, Education, & Awareness ReportTechnical Assistance, Education, & Awareness ReportTechnical Assistance, Education, & Awareness ReportTechnical Assistance, Education, & Awareness Report            7/19/117/19/117/19/117/19/11    
 

A.A.A.A. Events & Environmental Education:Events & Environmental Education:Events & Environmental Education:Events & Environmental Education:    
    Public Outreach #’s since January Meeting: Public Outreach #’s since January Meeting: Public Outreach #’s since January Meeting: Public Outreach #’s since January Meeting: During the first half of this year, a total of 61 tours, which 

included 12 WC Landfill tours; 21 Wind Turbine tours; & 27 BGRC tours, were given to children and  adults 
from several schools and community groups.  Amanda and Erica were also invited to give 57 presentations 
in schools throughout the county and to participate in 8 community events.   

 Community Events included: Penta’s Green Day Event; City of Bowling Green’s Tree City USA; BGSU’s Eco 
Fair; Clean Your Files Day; Perrysburg Arbor Day Celebration; Recycle Round Up; Wood County Employee 
Safety Fair; & the OALPRP Summer Conference.  An estimated 4,238 residents were reached during these 
outreach opportunities.    

 
OALPRP Summer Conference: OALPRP Summer Conference: OALPRP Summer Conference: OALPRP Summer Conference: For the first time, the Wood County Solid Waste District hosted a statewide 
conference of the Ohio Association of Litter Prevention and Recycling Professionals (OALPRP). The 
conference was scheduled from June 22-24, 2011 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Perrysburg, Ohio.  The 
conference brought together close to 100 professionals to further their knowledge and skills about 
developments in litter prevention, recycling, food waste handling, and other solid waste management 
subjects.  Most of the attendees were from solid waste districts, recycling centers, and state agencies from 
throughout Ohio.  An agenda is included with this report. 
 

B.B.B.B. Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events:     
 11111111thththth Annual Earth Camp, July 26th:  Annual Earth Camp, July 26th:  Annual Earth Camp, July 26th:  Annual Earth Camp, July 26th: This year is the 11th year for our annual Earth Camp!  The office is 
partnering with the Wood County Community Learning Centers summer program to bring 250 children to 
William Henry Harrison Park in Pemberville.  This year’s camp is named “2011: Where in the World is Lucky 
Ladybug?” and participants will rotate through several fun and educational sessions.  We invite you to join us 
for this fun and educational day! 
    Wood County Fair, Aug. 2Wood County Fair, Aug. 2Wood County Fair, Aug. 2Wood County Fair, Aug. 2ndndndnd----AuAuAuAug. 8g. 8g. 8g. 8thththth: : : : Our office will once again host a booth at the Wood County Fair.  
Brochures, Household Recycling Guides, and other materials will be distributed and office employees will be 
at the booth to answer questions and interact with attendees.  The office will also be working to coordinate 
recycling and trash collection efforts at this event.    
    Clean Your Steams, Sept. 17Clean Your Steams, Sept. 17Clean Your Steams, Sept. 17Clean Your Steams, Sept. 17thththth: : : : We are working with Jason Sisco with the Wood County Engineer’s Office to 
host a Wood County Kickoff Location for this year’s Clean Your Streams event.  Volunteers are encouraged to 
meet at Lake Township Friendship Park where they will be assigned a local stream to clean.  Posters for this 
event are on the back table for those who are able to help us promote this event.    

 

C.C.C.C. Year End Report:Year End Report:Year End Report:Year End Report:    
The District’s annual report was completed in February.  This report contains information on 2010 projects 
and awareness activities, as well as statistics on recycling and waste disposal in the county.  This report was 
utilized by Wood County and the City of Bowling Green to meet storm water reporting requirements.  Graphs, 
statistics, program descriptions, and photos are available in the report, which is included with your materials.    
  

D.D.D.D. Ohio Department of Natural Resources Litter Grant:Ohio Department of Natural Resources Litter Grant:Ohio Department of Natural Resources Litter Grant:Ohio Department of Natural Resources Litter Grant:      
 The District applied for the Litter Grant made available through ODNR and was selected to receive $2,000.  

The money from this grant was used to kick off a county wide anti-litter campaign targeting cigarette butt 
litter.  A billboard contest hosted anti-litter messages designed by local students.        

 2011 Billboard Contest:2011 Billboard Contest:2011 Billboard Contest:2011 Billboard Contest:        We were proud to host the 2nd Billboard Art Contest.  This opportunity was funded 
by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Litter Prevention and Recycling by means of the 
2011 Litter Grant.  The contest was open to all Kindergarten through 6th Grade Students in Wood County.  
Close to 300 entries were received and judged with Annika Keeton, a student from Frank Elementary, and 
Maria Osuch, a student from Toth Elementary, selected as the two winners.  Each winner was visited by 
Lucky Ladybug, the state mascot for litter prevention, and given an Earth Day T-shirt and $100 worth of 
environmental education books for each of their classrooms.  Their messages were posted along Rt. 25, 
between Bowling Green and Perrysburg, and along Rt. 20, near Stoney Ridge.  Attached are the proofs for 
the winning entries. 


