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October 12, 2010 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 12th day 
of October 2010, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter called the meeting to order at 8:28 A.M.  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners  Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
John Quinn, Mayor, City of Bowling Green  Erica Bruielly, WC Solid Waste District 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Patricia Bacon, City of Northwood  Mick Torok, N.A.T. Transportation 
Jack Ritchie, Industrial Representative  Amanda Gamby, WC Solid Waste District 
Brad Espen, WC Health Department  Steve Lonneman, Waste Management 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Patti Bowsher, WC Solid Waste District 
  Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department 
  Vic Gable, Employment Services of Wood Lane 
  Andrew Kalmar, WC Commissioners Office 
  Judy Hagen, City of Perrysburg 
  Albin Bauer, Eastman & Smith 

 
Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for review of minutes from the August 31, 

2010 meeting.  With no corrections, Pat Bacon made a motion to accept the minutes and Skip Baltz 
seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and minutes approved. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to the Solid Waste Plan Public Hearing.  Lauren Schall read aloud 

the Resolution that was approved at the last Policy Committee Meeting to hold the Public Hearing.  
Attendees wishing to speak at the hearing were sworn in by Commissioner Carter.  Proof of serving 
notice and proof of publication in newspaper by affidavit was displayed. 

 
Ken Rieman gave a brief summary of the Solid Waste Plan Update.  Mr. Rieman said that the 

Plan is set up to meet all the State requirements, which includes sufficient landfill capacity and 90% 
access to residential recycling.  The reason for this hearing was that there were some additional 
changes made to the Plan.  One of the changes was in the budget where the categories were modified to 
match the ones used by the EPA.  The EPA also asked for more information on grants, which was 
included as an appendix in the Plan.  Finally, the District also made adjustments in the Plan so that they 
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are more definite about being able to collect fees by contract.  Mr. Rieman said that because of those 
three significant changes, the District decided to have another hearing.   

 
Commissioner Carter asked for comments from those present at the hearing.  Mick Torok, 

principal owner of N.A.T. Transportation in Bradner, Ohio stated that as a member of the hauling 
industry, he supports the Plan as one of the better ones they are associated with in the various districts. 

 
With no other comments or questions, Commissioner Carter then asked for a motion to adopt or 

deny the proposed Solid Waste District Plan Update.  Jack Ritchie made a motion to adopt the Plan and 
Skip Baltz seconded that motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and the Plan was 
adopted.   

 
Commissioner Carter then asked for a motion to adjourn the Solid Waste Plan Public Hearing.  

Skip Baltz made a motion to adjourn and Brad Espen seconded the motion.  All members present voted 
yes, motion carried and the Public Hearing was adjourned.   

 
Commissioner Carter then called the Solid Waste District Policy Committee Meeting back to 

order and asked if there was any other business.  
 
Mr. Rieman discussed a report that was distributed to the Policy Committee Members and 

attendees regarding the Ohio EPA’s review comments for the Solid Waste District’s 2009 Annual 
District Report.  He also mentioned that there is a subsidy in the farm bill of 2008 for wood chips.  The 
federal government has decided that if wood chips are used to produce energy, there will be a $45.00 
per ton subsidy.  He said this is causing problems with regular markets out there.  Wood chips are 
needed in composting for the carbon content and that makes it difficult to find an affordable price to 
run the compost site.  The intent was good but Mr. Rieman thinks that there are major implications that 
nobody ever thought of.      

 
Mr. Rieman also mentioned a diversion of monies to the general fund of a county.  A proposal 

was made at the State level to take solid waste district fees if a district is 110% over budget.  As you 
know, the EPA is now totally funded by solid waste district fees.  They have seen the same type of thing 
in other areas and it is an indication of things to come at the State level.  Mr. Rieman also discussed 
the anaerobic digester grant monies, which were not used on time because of not being able to get the 
EPA permits.  Mr. Rieman explained that had this been a different time and place, they probably could 
have gotten an extension on the grant.  However, it was easier for ODNR to take the grant monies back 
to solve their own financial problems.   

 
Mr. Rieman also mentioned that contaminated soil was accepted at the Wood County Landfill 

for the first time.  Knowing what Evergreen Landfill went through with the contaminated soil they 
accepted, Wood County Landfill was especially cautious.            

 
Commissioner Carter asked if there were other comments to be addressed.  Steve Lonneman 

from Evergreen Landfill stated that operations are slow.  They are down 32% in tonnage compared to 
last September and they are down 20% for the year.     

 
Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  Mayor Quinn mentioned that 

they need to set the next meeting date.  The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, January 11, 
2011 at 8:30 A.M.  in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. With no further business to discuss, Mayor 
Quinn motioned to adjourn the meeting and Pat Bacon seconded.  All members present voted yes, 
meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 A.M.    

 
 


