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August 31, 2010 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 31st day of 
August 2010, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, Bowling 
Green, Ohio. 

 
Commissioner Jim Carter called the meeting to order at 8:28 A.M.  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:        
    

ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:ALSO PRESENT:    

Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners     Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
John Quinn, Mayor, City of Bowling Green  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Erica Bruielly, WC Solid Waste District 
Patricia Bacon, City of Northwood     Patti Bowsher, WC Solid Waste District 
Jack Ritchie, Industrial Representative  Judy Hagen, City of Perrysburg 
     Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department 
  Dan Raezer, Waste Management 
THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:THOSE ABSENT:     Ronda Downard, Juvenile Court 
Brad Espen, WC Health Department  Vic Gable, Employment Services of Wood Lane 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Steve Lonneman, Waste Management 
  Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township 
  Mick Torok, N.A.T. Transportation 
  Albin Bauer, Eastman & Smith 
  Dave Spengler, B.G. Recycling Center 
  Joe Hirzel, Hirzel Canning Co.  

 
Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for review of minutes from the June 15, 2010 

meeting.  With no corrections, Jack Ritchie made a motion to accept the minutes and Skip Baltz seconded the 
motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and minutes approved. 

 
Ken Rieman asked Commissioner Carter to table Items II and III until the arrival of Albin Bauer from 

Eastman & Smith to help report on the Solid Waste Plan Revision and Budget. 
 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item IV Landfill Reports.  Ken Rieman reported on activities at the 

Wood County Landfill.  He mentioned they are working on the liner across the old part of the landfill and they 
should finish that this year.  He said the base grade is set and clay should start next week.  Mr. Rieman also 
reported the leachate line is installed and has been tested.  The pump is in but there is an agreement between 
Northwest Water & Sewer and the City of Bowling Green that must be finalized in order to get the electric 
turned on.   
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Dan Raezer reported on the Evergreen Landfill.  He reported that earlier this month the decision was 
made to shut down the solidification operation at Evergreen.  That will have an effect on the Solid Waste District 
of about 3,500 tons per month, which will equate to about $12,000.00 per month in fees that will no longer be 
collected.  The decision was made because the operation was no longer financially viable for Evergreen to 
continue.  They also had to lay off employees (scale clerk and equipment operator) in relation to shutting down 
that line of business.   

 
Mr. Raezer stated that as far as operations, Evergreen is doing a lot of smaller construction projects 

this year.  They are upgrading their gas system with new air lines that will help with gas collection.  That is 
beneficial to both Evergreen and the community because it helps to eliminate odors.  They have also upgraded 
some of their force main from the cap sections of the landfill, which again will help for dewatering and will wrap 
up this week.  The largest project is they have is to upgrade the perimeter road around the facility, which has 
been in poor shape.  Other than the volume decline, it has been business as usual.   

 
Jack Ritchie asked Mr. Raezer where Evergreen’s volume is going.  Mr. Raezer replied that some 

volume is going to Vienna Junction Landfill in Michigan.  Commissioner Carter asked if there is a difference 
between State regulations for Michigan and Ohio.  Mr. Raezer replied that the rules are more lenient in 
Michigan.   He added that Evergreen must operate within the rules regardless if it drives business to Michigan.   

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item V, Health Department Report.  Kristin Tillison reported that since 

the last meeting she has performed inspections of three infectious waste facilities, four Class IV compost 
facilities, one Class II compost facility, and eight landfill inspections.  There have been nine complaints and five 
of those were finalized.  Ms. Tillison also reported the 2011 solid waste applications have been sent out and 
she is waiting to get them back so she can review them. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VI.  Erica Bruielly reported on Education and Awareness for the 

Solid Waste District Office.  She announced that Amanda Gamby is out on maternity leave for the next few 
weeks.  A detailed outline of past and upcoming activities is attached (see page 7). 

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VII, Program Reports.  Bob Warnimont reported on recycling 

activities at Perrysburg Township.  He announced that September is the 8th anniversary of when the Perrysburg 
Township drop-off recycling started.  They first started recycling at Harrison Rally Days eight years ago before 
the current location at the Township building.  Last month they purchased a box truck and they are going to 
start accepting cardboard on their recycling weekend.  He was able to purchase the truck with the help of other 
entities.  Because of their help, it is a community truck and can be used by others in the Township.  Mr. 
Warnimont also stated he is looking into getting some containers where residents can drop off materials more 
often than once a month.  He said the first year they offered recycling in the Township, only 10,000 pounds 
were collected for the entire year.  Last year they collected around 82,000 pounds which shows that the drop-
off is working well to keep materials out of the landfills.   

 
Next, Vic Gable reported on activities at Community Employment Services.  He reported the summer 

months were fine and they are in the process of getting the schools started back up.  They are working with 
Lake Schools since they lost their recycling containers in early June.  They have had to replace a lot of the 
containers and figure out where everything is going to go, which might take a couple weeks before they are up 
and running again.  Penta is still acquiring containers for their school recycling program.  He also announced 
that the Wood County Hospital has approached C.E.S. with potentially doing some recycling there. 

 
Dave Spengler gave a report on the Bowling Green Recycling Center.  He said operations are running 

smoothly at the Center.  The markets have picked up over the last few months and they are back to more 
acceptable levels than they were last year at this time.  That has greatly helped the Center’s financial situation.  
Also, they have done paving and concrete work at the Center between the buildings.  Now that they have the 
sort line operational and bringing in the City material, they have to move the materials from one building to 
another to finish the recycling process.  The paving increases the efficiency in the way the material is moved 
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between the two buildings and has helped a lot so far.  Also they are going to install a door in the sort building 
so they can move the trash compactor outside, which will provide more space in the sort building.  Operations 
are going well.   

 
Judy Hagen reported on recycling activities for Perrysburg.  She reported cardboard recycling is picking 

up.  At the end of the year in 2009, the City had 754 households dropping off cardboard.  This year there have 
been 969 households to date.  She said they average about 260-270 drop offs per month, which keeps crews 
busy.  They also tried something new this summer by adding recycling containers on two blocks of the 
downtown business district.  The containers have been very successful and are being used for the Farmers 
Markets, First Fridays, and will hopefully continue for Harrison Rally Days.  Recycling containers were also 
borrowed for a big soccer tournament last weekend.  Ms. Hagen also invited everyone to a monthly meeting of 
the Maumee River Basin Partnership of Local Governments (MRBPLG) on September 9, 2010 at 10:00 AM at 
the Perrysburg Municipal Building where stormwater management will be discussed.  Ms. Hagen reported they 
are in the process of making a rain garden at Rotary Park, which should be completed by October.  Ms. Hagen 
said they are also working with Erica Bruielly and Jason Sisco from the Wood County Engineer’s Office for the 
Clean Your Streams Event.  She also invited everyone to Harrison Rally Days in Perrysburg on September 18th.      

 
Joe Hirzel gave an update on the Class II Compost Site.  Mr. Hirzel reported that it is a private 

composting operation and no public funds have gone into it; however, it is good when he is able to work with 
the County.  Some projects include paving a large area and doing leachate collection.  With the help of the 
Health Department and the Solid Waste District, they exchanged a couple of baled loads of cardboard for 
woodchips from the Lake Township tornado cleanup.  The wood chips are used as bulking agents which 
Hirzel’s must have in order to compost the food waste.  Mr. Hirzel also mentioned they are now getting all the 
pickle waste and the sludge that comes from the washing operation at the factory in Bowling Green.     

 
Next, Ronda Downard reported on the Juvenile Court Program.  She mentioned that the Juvenile Court 

trash cleanup crew ran all summer long Monday through Friday.  They have a group of between five and six 
kids.  Over the summer months they had 287 youth cover 107 miles and collected 248 bags of trash.  At the 
end the day the kids go to the Recycling Center and sort the trash.  Of the 248 bags of trash, 120 bags were 
able to be recycled.  Now that school is back in session they are back to having the Saturday only crew but the 
road cleanup will continue through December.   

 
Due to the absence of Mick Torok at that time, Ken Rieman discussed the Organics Recycling Report.  

He said he went to Columbus with Mr. Torok because they received an invitation from the Ohio EPA to discuss 
Luckey’s food waste collection program.  He said in addition to food waste being collected, they are also 
collecting compostables or organics such as leaves, grass, brush, newspaper, and cardboard.  They spoke to 
the State Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) to give them better knowledge of the program.  The main 
point Mr. Rieman and Mr. Torok tried to explain in Columbus is when food waste is collected from homes, the 
amount of food waste is not a huge amount compared to a grocery store. Most of the waste collected is the 
compostables.  The residents in Luckey were given a special container for their food waste and compostables.  
The collection of the materials is not completely automated because the truck driver must not only pick up the 
waste, but he must also inspect the contents of the containers as well.  The reason for that is the material is 
taken to the Hirzel’s Composting Facility and there is zero tolerance for contamination.  Similar to when Hirzel’s 
runs their tomato operation, there is a zero tolerance there.  When consumers get their food they do not want 
anything to be contaminated.  Mr. Rieman said it was a good opportunity to meet with the SWAC. 

 
Commissioner Carter moved back to Item III on the Agenda, the Solid Waste Plan Revision.  Ken 

Rieman explained that they had originally hoped to adopt the plan at the meeting today and then move it 
towards ratification through the process at the State level.  However, some issues have occurred since the last 
meeting made them take another look at the plan.  One of those was when Mr. Raezer contacted Mr. Rieman 
and said that Evergreen was going to stop the solidification process and there could be a $140,000-
150,000.00 reduction per year in the budget.  That is a significant amount and needed to be addressed in the 
plan’s budget. The other issue was the additional comments of the revised plan from the Ohio EPA.  One 
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comment from the EPA was that they did not like the way the District did the budget.  The Ohio EPA’s other 
comment was they wanted more information on the District’s grant programs.  After reviewing their requests, 
the District went back and made a few modifications.  Mr. Rieman distributed a handout of the changes they 
made to two tables from the plan.  One table includes a summery of District revenues and expenditures by year 
from 2011 to 2025.  The other table includes District costs of plan implementation also by year from 2011 to 
2025.  The changes include a breakdown of the expenditures into categories.  In past plans, only a few 
paragraphs explaining the breakdowns of the expenditures was acceptable, however, the State has decided 
they want to see it differently from now on.  The law has not changed but the EPA’s interpretation of what they 
want has. After attending meetings over the past few months, Mr. Rieman said he has learned that we are not 
alone as a solid waste district and everybody is struggling with this.   

 
Mr. Rieman then discussed another change to the draft plan. They included a statement in the plan to 

make it very clear that the commitment of the District was to meet the State requirements, not to spend a 
specific amount of money.  Mr. Rieman mentioned they looked at options to increase funds with the intent of 
trying not to affect the operations.  One option that has developed over the years is flow control by contract.  
You do not actually flow control the waste but instead receive a fee for waste that flows outside of the County.   

 
Mr. Rieman then introduced Albin Bauer from Eastman & Smith to explain the options.  Mr. Bauer 

mentioned he works on solid waste issues all around the State and specific to the Wood County Plan, there are 
two in-district landfills and it is important to be mindful of the District’s long-term relationship that has existed 
over 40 or more years with these two landfills.  He said as he has reviewed the plan and based on his 
conversations with Mr. Rieman, this District is not one that has ever used flow control in the past.  There is a 
significant degree of loyalty to the two landfills in Wood County but over the years approximately 35,000-
40,000 tons are going to out-of-district landfills.  In the Northern part of the County a fair amount of that waste 
is going up to Michigan to the Vienna Junction Landfill.  In the southern part of the County some waste might be 
going to San-Lan Landfill and possibly even to Hancock County Landfill.  One problem with that is the waste 
volume of 35,000 to 40,000 tons is not contributing any of the District’s fees to the implementation of the 
District plan and programs.  Mr. Bauer stated another problem is the loss of basic revenue and tipping fees to 
the two in-district landfills.  There are a number of options that can be used to try to protect District fee revenue. 
Mr. Bauer then explained the option of implementing facility designations.  He said designated facilities enter 
into a contract that says in exchange for being authorized to receive that out-of-district waste, they agree to pay 
back the in-district fee to the Solid Waste District.  For example, if Hancock County wants to continue to be able 
to receive waste from southern Wood County, Hancock County would have to sign a contract to be a designated 
facility and agree to pay the $2.00 per ton fee to Wood County.  What that does in return is supports the Solid 
Waste District revenue base for Wood County.   

 
Mr. Bauer said Wood County’s District Plan contains language that allows the County Commissioners 

to implement facility designations.  Mr. Bauer then explained legally it means when you exercise that authority, 
waste generated within the County can only go to facilities that have been authorized or designated by the 
County to be able to receive that waste.  If the waste goes to an undesignated facility it is a violation of the 
Revised Code and there is a consequence for that.  He explained the plan already contains language that 
allows the designations to happen. The plan also contains language to allow the District to make sure that the 
system gets implemented in an orderly fashion.   

 
Mr. Bauer said he met with Mr. Rieman and suggested a couple of slight changes to the plan since the 

District is already in the process of making adjustments per the EPA’s request.  There are two issues that would 
be beneficial to include with changes to the plan.  The first change is revised waiver language.  Under the 
Revised Code, when a district implements facility designations there is a process to request permission to take 
the waste to an undesignated facility.  There are many reasons that can happen, for example there may be 
special projects, such as ditch cleanups, that result in a temporary amount of waste.  It may have been worked 
out with a certain facility to be taken there for a special price.  Temporary authorization could be put into place 
to allow that to happen; however, it would not be fair to the other designated facilities in the District’s program 
for that county to be able to dispose of waste for a special project without paying their fair share of fees.  The 
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revision would change the basic waiver language into language that states you can ask for a waiver to allow for 
this temporarily authorization to go to an undesignated facility but you have to report exactly what is going on 
and at the end of the exercise, enter into a waiver contract.  The fundamental concept is to make sure that the 
economics are addressed appropriately.  The District does not have that language right now and this is the right 
time to include it.   

 
Mr. Bauer stated because there is serious contemplation of putting in a contract fee mechanism, it is 

appropriate to update the contingent funding provision to show how that would economically work within the 
District.  The designation process under the revised code must have some resolutions that must be passed at 
the County Commissioners level and the mechanism will not be in place until sometime next summer or fall.  
Several things must happen procedurally in order to actually implement the contract fees and the Committee is 
being asked to make some other adjustments to the plan.  Mr. Bauer explained that the plan went to the Ohio 
EPA in December 2009 and the District received comments in the December-January time frame.  Adjustments 
were made to the plan at that time and the plan went out for public comments.  Then the revised plan that was 
approved after the public comment hearing was sent back the EPA.  Mr. Bauer said the EPA then had some 
additional comments of things they would like to see changed.  The changes that Mr. Rieman mentioned earlier 
and his additional changes are in response to that.  To be respectful of the way the process works and to avoid 
any potential hang-up because they made changes this far after the original public comments, Mr. Bauer 
suggested having the Plan put back out for public comment for another 30-day period.  What he would like to 
see (as far as the changes that he recommended) is for the Committee to agree to make those two changes by 
motion and adoption. Then there should be a separate action to go ahead and have the Plan resubmitted for 
public comment.  If that happens in a timely manner, they would be able to get the Plan approved on time by 
the Ohio EPA’s February 4, 2011 deadline. 

 
Commissioner Carter said that Mr. Bauer explained everything well and now the Committee must act 

upon the two items presented to them this morning and then the Plan must be put back out to the public which 
would be in the form of a motion and acceptance.  Commissioner Carter suggested voting on each item 
individually.  

 
Mr. Rieman stated that he was ready to go forward with the plan after the first public hearing.  Then 

Mr. Bauer came to him and said additional changes were made to a plan in another county after the public 
hearing and there was an implication from people that there was a secret plan and caused a lot of problems.  
That is why Mr. Bauer’s recommendation is to go back and hold another public comment period.  

 
Commissioner Carter asked the Committee Members if they had any questions for Mr. Bauer.  Mayor 

Quinn asked if the enforcement of the waiver process feasible.  Mr. Bauer said that it typically does not arise 
but if after you implement this mechanism and you find you are still experiencing a significant amount of 
leakage to undesignated facilities, the mechanisms for enforcement are straightforward.  What he would 
expect is that at some point when going through the designation process, the Board will adopt a rule that says 
violation of the designation requirement by anyone who takes waste to an undesignated facility will be in 
violation and subject to the consequences which is up to $5,000.00 per day of penalty for each day of violation.   

 
Mick Torok from N.A.T. Transportation stated that as a hauler he favors the waiver process.  He said 

there are times when trash does not know political boundaries but it should be an obligation to support the 
waste district where the waste comes from.  Having a waiver to go to an undesignated facility gives us the 
ability to pay funds back to the originating district, making that district whole and at the same time keeping 
hauler costs down.   

 
Commissioner Carter asked if there are any other questions.  Pat Bacon asked if the waste goes to 

Vienna Junction Landfill are their fees now increased or are the fees still the same or does our District just get 
back some of that.  Mr. Bauer explained that right now when waste from Wood County goes to Evergreen 
Landfill they drive up to the gate, get weighed and pay a tipping fee to Evergreen.  On top of that fee there is the 
State fee, the Northwood fee, and there is the District fee.  However, when garbage from Wood County is taken 
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to Vienna Junction in Michigan, there is no Ohio EPA fee, no Northwood Fee, nor is there a District fee.  With the 
mechanism in place, now when someone from Wood County takes their garbage to Vienna Junction there is 
the Vienna Junction gate tipping fee plus $2.00 per ton that comes back to the Wood County (assuming that 
Vienna Junction agrees  to participate in the designation).  They will have the pay the same District fee as if they 
were going to Wood County. 

 
Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  Jack Ritchie commented that in other 

states this is standard practice.  He said it is done to keep the waste haulers in line and keep everyone on a 
level playing field.  He said that is where we need to be and are probably ten years behind on getting this done.     

  
Commissioner Carter asked if the Policy Committee Members had any questions or comments.  Mayor 

Quinn moved to approve the inclusion of Section VI, The Waiver Process for Undesignated Facilities (see page 
8) to be included in the Solid Waste District Plan.  Jack Ritchie seconded the motion.  All members present 
voted yes, motion approved.   

 
Commissioner Carter asked for a motion to approve the next item.  Jack Ritchie moved to accept 

Section VIII, Contingent Funding or Financing (see page 9) to be included in the Solid Waste Plan.  Pat Bacon 
seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, motion approved. 

 
Commissioner Carter then asked for a motion to approve a resolution to authorize publication and 

fixing date and time of a public hearing in accordance with Section 3734.50 of the Ohio Revised Code, in order 
to move the plan forward.  Jack Ritchie made a motion to hold a public hearing to accept the new plan 
proposal.  Pat Bacon seconded that motion.  Roll call was taken and all members present voted yes.  Motion 
carried and the resolution passed.  The public hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, October 12October 12October 12October 12, 2010 , 2010 , 2010 , 2010 at 8:30 at 8:30 at 8:30 at 8:30 
A.M.A.M.A.M.A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.  

 
Steve Lonneman from Evergreen stated that this will be the last meeting Dan Raezer will be attending 

representing Waste Management.  Commissioner Carter and everyone wished Mr. Raezer well and thanked 
him for his fine work. 

 
Commissioner Carter asked about scheduling the next Policy Committee Meeting.  Mr. Rieman 

recommended scheduling the meeting on the same date and time as the public hearing on October 12, 2010.  
Commissioner Carter and the Committee agreed on that meeting date. With no further business to discuss, Pat 
Bacon motioned to adjourn the meeting and Mayor Quinn seconded.  All members present voted yes, meeting 
adjourned at 9:32 A.M.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

WCSWMD Policy Committee Meeting-Education Report    August 31, 2010 
 
Amanda Gamby has been on maternity Leave since August 3rd.  Erica will continue to schedule tours, 
presentations as scheduling allows, complete the day-to-day assignments of the Education Program as well as 
fulfill the required hours of the Scale Attendant position throughout Amanda’s absence.  Since the last Policy 
Committee Meeting, Amanda and Erica have given thirty-two presentations and thirty-nine tours of the Wind 
Farm, Recycling Center and Wood County Landfill.  Fall will prove to be another busy time of year as area 
schools are back in session.  We’ve received many requests from teachers for tours and classroom presentations.  
Nineteen tours have been scheduled for September and October and we are beginning to schedule tours and 
presentations into April of 2011. 
 
Past Events 
 
10th Annual Wood County Earth Camp:  This year was the tenth anniversary of Earth Camp.  It was held on 
July 13th at Harrison Park in Pemberville.  The location was changed from the Wood County Historical 
Museum grounds to Harrison Park in order to accommodate a larger group.  This year two new locations in 
Wood County were added to the Community Learning Centers Program bringing the total of Earth Camp 
attendees to 212 (72 more children than last year).  The highlight of the event was a performance by Joyce 
Davis, a popular local puppeteer, and her environmentally themed version of “Jack and the Beanstalk”.  Joyce 
also brought out several animal and insect puppets and talked about why our local animals and insects are 
important to our ecosystem.  Also presenting that day was Nicki Kale of the Wood County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and S.K. Worm, a brand new interactive animatronics worm that discussed various topics 
on soil and its place in the environment. 
 
Wood County Fair:  The Wood County Fair was held from August 3rd through the 9th this year.  Again we 
offered “Every Day Solutions” theme at our Education Booth on the fair grounds.  The Booth was staffed 
during the busiest times of the fair in order to be available to answer questions from residents about recycling 
and disposing of uncommon items.  Brochures, flyers, the Household Recycling Guide and other material were 
made available to fair attendees that provided information on how to go green in every area of the home.  The 
Solid Waste District also provided clear stream recycling containers and trash barrels for the fairgrounds. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
14th Annual Clean Your Streams:  The 14th annual Clean Your Streams Event will be held on September 11th 
this year.  Education Staff has been collaborating with Jason Sisco and the Wood County Engineer’s Office to 
help meet the state requirements of the county’s Storm Water Management Plan.  The Wood County Kickoff 
will be held at Lake Township Friendship Park in Millbury and there will be several clean-up sites throughout 
the northern part of the county.  Volunteers for Clean Your Streams are invited to attend a free appreciation 
picnic lunch at the Lucas County Fairgrounds immediately following the cleanup.  Last year there were more 
than 600 volunteers cleaning up waterways in Wood and Lucas counties and we are hoping this year will be just 
as successful!  For more information on how to become involved, please visit 
www.PartnersForCleanStreams.org.    
 
2011 OALPRP Summer Conference:  June 22nd, through June 24th 2011, The Wood County Solid Waste 
district will be hosting the annual summer conference for the Ohio Association of Litter Prevention and 
Recycling Professionals.  The conference will be held at Hilton Garden Inn at Levis Commons and there will be 
an anticipated 75 attendees from solid waste districts and recycling industries throughout the state as well as 
representatives from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  The conference will include informational 
tours of local organizations with innovative sustainability practices as well as training and networking sessions.  
We will continue to keep the Policy Committee updated as planning continues into fall and winter. 
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