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Minutes of Meeting 
 

A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 
3rd day of February 2009, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 
Courthouse Square, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 
Due to the absence of Commissioner Jim Carter, Mayor John Quinn called the 

meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.  (Commissioner Carter arrived later).  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 ALSO PRESENT: 

John Quinn, Mayor, City of Bowling Green  Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
Donald Bechstein, Plain Twp. Trustees  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Patricia Bacon, City of Northwood  Erica Bruielly, WC Solid Waste District 
Brad Espen, WC Health Department  Judy Hagen, City of Perrysburg 
Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners  Mick Torok, N.A.T. Transportation 
  Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township 
THOSE ABSENT:  Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department 
  Amanda Gamby, WC Solid Waste District 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Amy Hoops, B.G.S.U. Dining 
Jack Ritchie, Phoenix Technologies  Duane Hamilton, B.G.S.U. Facilities 
  Dan Raezer, Waste Management 
  Steve Lonneman, Waste Management 
  Kim Burnham, Ohio EPA 
  Vic Gable, C.E.S. of Woodlane 

  Andrew Kalmar, WC Commissioners’ 
Office 

  Dave Spengler, BG Recycling Center 

  Wayne Strayer, Owens Community 
College 

 
Mayor Quinn began the meeting by asking for review of the minutes from the September 

16, 2008 and October 21, 2008 meetings.  With no corrections, Pat Bacon made a motion to 
accept the minutes and Don Bechstein seconded that motion. Members present voted yes, 
motion carried and minutes approved. 

 

Printed on Recycled Paper 



 Mayor Quinn moved to Item II, the Education Report.  Amanda Gamby reported on 
Education and Awareness for the Solid Waste District Office.  A detailed outline of education 
awareness activities and upcoming events is attached (see page 6).   
 
 Mayor Quinn moved to Item III, the Health Department Report.  Kristin Tillison reported 
that since taking over for Jim Konopinski in November, she has continued monthly 
inspections and is currently being trained with help from the Ohio EPA.  Quarterly inspections 
of two infectious waste treatment facilities have been completed and she also conducted 
annual inspections at Class II and Class IV composting facilities, three large infectious waste 
generators, three solid waste haulers, and eight septic haulers.   Brad Espen added that Ms. 
Tillison has been doing a great job. 
 
 Mayor Quinn moved to Item IV, Landfill Reports.  Dan Raezer reported on activities at 
the Evergreen Landfill.  He gave a brief update regarding the Delta Fuels soil issue.  He said 
since the last meeting, piles have been constructed and are in process of being treated.  Mr. 
Raezer expects confirmatory sampling will be conducted this month to show that those piles 
have been remediated.  Once those piles are remediated that soil can be used for landfill 
cover and should bring a conclusion to that long issue at Evergreen.   
 
 Mr. Raezer also discussed the Northwood Agreement.  He said Evergreen and 
Northwood came to an agreement that allows Evergreen to execute its EPA-approved 
vertical expansion, which will give the facility an additional two to three years of life based 
upon their current volume.  It was a good agreement for both Evergreen Landfill and the City 
of Northwood.  Another item Mr. Raezer mentioned was the 250-mile limit agreement that 
expires in 2011.  He recommended the agreement be updated and renewed because once 
this agreement expires, it can affect not only the Evergreen facility, but also the Solid Waste 
District.  Other than that, construction is completed and they are in the new cell.   
 
 Commissioner Carter asked how business is doing at Evergreen.  Mr. Raezer 
responded that tonnage is flat at this time.  Mr. Rieman added that when the $3.50 Ohio EPA 
fee went into effect, the decision was made by Waste Management to direct the trash from 
Lima Transfer Station to Indiana.  Mr. Raezer added that along with Lima, they have also lost 
municipal contracts that are going across the state borders as well.   
 
 On a related topic, Mr. Rieman mentioned that part of the Governor’s budget 
includes substantial increases in the Ohio EPA fees.  He said the solid waste fee would 
increase by $1.25 per ton from the current $3.50 fee and the C & D fee would increase an 
additional $2.70 per ton.  Mr. Rieman is concerned these increases are going to drive some 
of the income away from the businesses.  It will affect landfills and solid waste districts.  
Another concern is that the Ohio EPA would use these fees to fund other area that are 
unrelated and the amount of the fee increases seems excessive.  Mr. Rieman will attend a 
meeting later this week with the Ohio EPA in Columbus to discuss budget issues. 
 
 With the arrival of Commissioner Carter, Mayor Quinn asked if there were any 
questions for Mr. Raezer before turning the meeting over to the Commissioner. 
 
 With no questions, Mr. Rieman then reported on Wood County Landfill activities.  He 
reported that construction, which included moving trash for frost protection, was completed.  
More trash was moved than what the Landfill took in for the year.  Within about a month 
approximately 35,000 tons of trash was moved to cover the cell.  Mr. Rieman said they plan to 
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complete the rest of that area within the next two years, before the landfill permit is called in for 
review. 
 
 Mr. Rieman discussed the force main project at the Landfill.  A public meeting was held for 
area residents regarding this issue.  Don Bechstein reported that nobody attended the meeting, 
possibly because the meeting date had been changed.  Jim Carter added that the 
Commissioners standpoint was that the force main is a cost-saving method and that they would 
allow people to connect into it.  However, since the Landfill and Commissioners wanted to install 
the main on their own and it is not mandated by the Ohio EPA or Health Department, the project 
would be at the Commissioners expense and the grinder pumps would be part of the project.  
Commissioner Carter explained that anyone who had to connect into the force main would only 
be responsible for coming from their home to the grinder pump and would only cost about 
$1,500.00 per house.  Commissioner Carter added that the force main is an interesting project that 
will save a lot of money.   
 
 Mr. Rieman explained that leachate used to cost the Landfill about $25,000.00 per year.  
The Landfill had five million gallons of leachate last year, which was more than they have ever 
had.  Mr. Rieman said that quantity had to do with the amount of rain received and construction 
being open.  That bill last year was around $130,000.00.  He said this year if they have that same 
five million gallons, plus the increases, the bill is estimated at $300,000.00.  Mr. Rieman said they will 
be able to control the costs better by installing the force main.  The other advantage of the force 
main is that it saves a million dollars of the post-closure funding. 
 
 Mr. Rieman also commented on the 250-mile limit agreement that Mr. Raezer discussed 
earlier.  He said the agreement should include a clause that it runs with the life of the landfill and 
therefore should not expire in 2011.  He also said there was also a clause in the original agreement 
that stated Waste Management would not interfere with existing relationships.   
   
 Commissioner Carter moved to Item V, Litter Collection and Enforcement.  Due to the 
absence of Sergeant Konrad, no report was given on Litter Collection.  Mr. Rieman said a report of 
materials collected and a listing of violations from the landfill and villages are attached (see pages 
7-9).  He said the program is going well and there is never a lack of inmates to work. 
 
 Commissioner Carter moved to Item VI, Program Updates.  Vic Gable gave an update 
Community Employment Services.  Mr. Gable reported on the collection totals for 2008 (a copy 
was distributed to the Committee Members).  He broke down the numbers by school districts to 
show all they accomplished.  He noted that the amount of cardboard has increased quite a bit 
and that is primarily due to the partnership with the City of Perrysburg’s community drop-off center.  
Mr. Gable asked Judy Hagen how many people use the drop-off on a weekly basis.  She 
answered that 2, 600 people used the drop off and filled the 18-ft. trailer several times over 
Christmas. 
 
 He also noted that the every school district is doing at least some form of recycling.  He 
also wanted to thank the Bowling Green Recycling Center for their continued partnership, as well 
as the Policy Committee, and the Commissioners.  Their recycling trucks operate about 135 hours a 
week and there are about eight people who have been employed since 2002. 
 
 Dave Spengler reported on Bowling Green Recycling Center updates.  He said since the 
last meeting, they have completed the commingled sort facility at the Center.  They are in the 
stages of getting the sort line up and running to process the material.  So far the Center has only 
received commingled material from the City of Bowling Green’s curbside program.  They are 
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working on staffing to determine how many people they need to run the line when it is in 
operation.  The new sort line is going well and they are happy so far with the results they have 
seen.   
 
 Mr. Spengler also stated that in 2008 the Bowling Green Recycling Center recycled almost 
seven million pounds of materials.  Commissioner Carter suggested that once the weather is warm 
it would be nice for everyone to visit the Recycling Center to see the new sort line up and running.  
Mayor Quinn added that to date, the city has distributed approximately 3,100 of the new curbside 
recycling bins, which is about half.  He also said the Recycling Center will be seeing a lot more 
coming into the new sort line facility.  Mr. Rieman added there is a completely different mix of 
materials between the old curbside (which is still being collected until all the new bins are 
distributed) and the new material from the blue bins.  The sort line equipment is running fine but the 
current issues are how many employees are needed and how the to handle the material. 
 
 Duane Hamilton then discussed program updates at B.G.S.U.  He introduced Amy Hoops 
from B.G.S.U. Dining Services.  He reported that they are status quo and are running about 1,000 
tons of recycling with about 28% of their volume going into the recycling program.  Student 
enrollment is down and they anticipate that will have a small impact on them but they haven’t 
seen it in the numbers yet.  The biggest project they are currently working on is the alternate fuels 
project to use used cooking oil to fuel their Torro tractors.  They have one tractor running with the 
filtration system in place and have begun the collection process. Mr. Hamilton said by early spring 
they expect to have seven or eight vehicles running off of the used cooking oil from the dining 
facilities. He explained it is straight use of the vegetable oil and there is no conversion to biodiesel.   
 
 Mr. Hamilton also mentioned that the University is again participating in Recycle Mania.  
He said that the buildings are competing against each other over the next ten weeks.  The biggest 
change they have had over the past year has been from the ODNR grant funds that helped them 
change their collection process.  They are doing more centralized volume collection at each 
building and then transporting it by roll-off truck to the 30-yard container.  That process has helped 
them cut out quite a bit of the manual labor and potential for injury.  He also noted that ten years 
ago there were 30 student workers but today there are only four.  The process is going well and 
they appreciate the continued support.   
 
 Commissioner Carter asked how many gallons of oil are collected for fuel.  Mr. Hamilton 
responded that they are projecting over 500 gallons in collections this spring.  Their first collection 
from one dining hall after one week was 35 gallons.  They anticipate having five dining halls 
providing supply to them but volume is different from dining hall to dining hall, depending on the 
number of customers they are serving.  He said they have a 550 gallon containment tank because 
they know they will burn a lot of the oil in the summer when the students are not around.  Mr. 
Hamilton said if they discover that 550 gallons is not enough then they are prepared to go to a 
second tank. 
 
 A report on updates at Owens Community College was given by Wayne Strayer.   He 
reported that their recycling program, in conjunction with Wood County, has been going well.  He 
has been involved with the recycling program for about fourteen years and has seen a pretty 
steady increase.  Through their ODNR grant last year they have finally taken over doing all of their 
own shredding, which has made their recycling numbers for waste paper increase.  However, their 
volume for cardboard went down because they no longer collect cardboard for Penta School.  
Mr. Strayer added that Owen’s numbers have stayed fairly flat but they did see an increase (with 
the grant) in containers for recycling bottles and cans.   
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 Judy Hagen reported on program updates for the City of Perrysburg.  She said municipal 
solid waste only increased four tons from last year.  Perrysburg has a 38% recycling rate with 67.38% 
of households recycling.  Last year they recycled 4,000 shoes with the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program.  
She reported the City of Perrysburg’s compost site had 1,712 people who dropped off leaves or 
branches last year.    
 
 Looking into 2009, Recycle Round-Up is May 2nd with Perrysburg Township, the City of 
Rossford, and Middleton Township.  They will be collecting household hazardous waste, 
computers, and thermometers.  Ms. Hagen mentioned the Wood County Sheriff’s Office will be 
there for prescription and over-the-counter drug disposal.  She also said they will be working on 
Clean Your Files with the Solid Waste District Office.  She also mentioned they found a location that 
will recycle tennis balls for free.  The company will recycle or rejuvenate the tennis balls.  Ms. Hagen 
also reported that there are three churches in Perrysburg who have made the commitment to go 
green and started a pilot program in terms of recycling, energy conservation, and water 
conservation.  She also reported Perrysburg will celebrate the 25th anniversary of Arbor Day.  On 
the last Friday in April Perrysburg will ask their community service organizations in the City to donate 
a tree. She explained they plan to make a mini arboretum of native species for the Rotary 
Community Park, which is Perrysburg’s newest park behind the YMCA.  Ms. Hagen also reported 
that they will be working again this year with ODOT and Keep Ohio Beautiful for the roadway 
cleanup, which is scheduled for the last Saturday in March.   
 
 Bob Warnimont from Perrysburg Township gave an update on recycling activities for the 
Township.  He mentioned a couple years ago they partnered with Judy Hagen for the Recycle 
Round-Up and it went very well.  The Township’s monthly drop-off center is tremendous and they 
expanded from one collection trailer to two trailers.  They have two brush pickups per year and 
after the brush pickup this spring, the Township will do the tub grind to give away mulch to 
whoever wants it.  Mr. Warnimont also mentioned 125 Christmas trees were collected this year.   
 
 Due to the absence of Skip Baltz, no program update was given on North Baltimore 
recycling. 
 
 Commissioner Carter moved to Item VII, Solid Waste District Issues.  Ken Rieman discussed 
an Ohio EPA letter that was sent to Commissioner Carter regarding a concern over the Solid Waste 
District’s budget cut of the grants last year.  Part of it was because of the Health Department 
funding situation.  The Solid Waste District sent a reply letter to the Ohio EPA explaining that the 
District must balance the budget and there are rules in the law that the District is required to do.  
Those requirements include assuring sufficient capacity and assuring there is recycling access for 
the County.  Also explained in the letter to the EPA was the problem was that the EPA fee caused 
material to get redirected to other places.  The major issue at this time is the economy and 
markets for materials.  The letter has been well received and Mr. Rieman said he has been asked 
to be part of a panel in Columbus to talk about surviving the tough budget times.  One thing that 
has always been done in the past is that the grants have been able to expand and contract 
based on what funds were available.    
 
 Mr. Rieman also mentioned that from a budget view, the volumes are not increasing and 
are flat.  Mr. Rieman said it looks as though there will not be enough money available for all of the 
grants; however, the District must restore money to the Bowling Green Recycling Center for taking 
trailers to the satellite locations.  This must be done because providing 90% recycling access to the 
community is part of the Solid Waste District Plan.  Mr. Rieman said that without those trailers going 
to the rural areas, the District will not meet the Plan.  His concern at this point, and as they look at 
the budget down the road, is how much effort do they want communities to put into submitting 
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grant applications when it looks like there will not be much money.  In previous years, the District 
has always asked the local governments submit a resolution with their application.  Mr. Rieman 
explained he does not want to falsely encourage communities to apply and have them put forth 
a lot of work if the District is not able to fund anything in the first place.  Mr. Rieman does not 
foresee the income increasing in the next couple of months to be able to tell the local 
governments that they can do this.  He suggested that they take applications for grant requests 
on a pre-approved basis. 
 
 Mr. Rieman also mentioned there are a couple ODNR Grants that were received.  He 
introduced Mick Torok to discuss one 2008 grant for an anaerobic digester at N.A.T.  Mr. Torok 
reported that they received the grant in July 2008.  Since then they have hired the engineering 
firm Kusmer & Associates, along with GHD, the engineer and supplier of the digester technology.  
Mr. Torok said they have had their initial pre-permit application with the Ohio EPA and response 
was received from them within the last week.   
 
 Mr. Rieman also discussed a grant application submitted last week to ODNR for 
$250,000.00 for capital equipment to generate power using methane gas.  That grant will be 
matched by money from AMPO, which is the private, for-profit subsidiary of AMP-Ohio.  They will 
be the contractor that will install the system and Mr. Rieman is hopeful that this will be the push that 
gets them to get the methane captured and generating electricity.  The decision on the type of 
generator would be up to AMP-Ohio and AMPO but there are a couple of options.  Mr. Rieman 
said one option is a small micro turbine, which is about the size of a small household furnace.  A 
sterling engine is the other option they have to choose from. 
 
 Mr. Rieman then discussed the third grant application that was submitted for Hirzel Farms 
for their compost site.  He said an application was submitted one year ago but was denied 
because Hirzel’s was only serving their own canning operation.  Since then, Hirzel’s has expanded 
and they are now taking materials from other locations.  They have been part of the Grocers 
Association of Ohio and there have been some meetings Mr. Rieman attended, along with Joe 
Hirzel and Mick Torok.  Mr. Rieman stated there is some interest from Kroger, Giant Eagle, and the 
local Bassett Markets.  Mr. Rieman explained there is a lot of food waste at the grocery stores.  With 
the combination of the anaerobic digester and the compost site, there are great opportunities 
and innovative projects that are just getting started.   
 
 Mr. Rieman also mentioned another application that was submitted to ODNR but not listed 
on the Agenda.  It is for an Eddy current system at the Bowling Green Recycling Center.  The 
system would automatically separate the aluminum from the other materials on the sort line.  That 
would give the workers the opportunity to sort some of the plastics to increase the value.  Mr. 
Rieman also said that the market values are down about as low as they can go.  He also said they 
were probably about as high as they have ever been three months ago.  It is typical that the 
commodities go with the economy.   
 
 Commissioner Carter moved to Item VIII, Other Business.  The next Policy Committee 
Meeting was scheduled for April 14, 2009 at 8:30 A.M. in the Commissioners’ 5th Floor Hearing 
Room.   
 
 With no further business to discuss, Mayor Quinn made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
and Brad Espen seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, meeting adjourned 
around 9:26 a.m. 
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WCSWMD Policy Committee Meeting – EDUCATION REPORT     February 3, 2009 
 

A. Education, Awareness & Other Projects   
1) Oct. 25: Amanda and Erica attended an educator’s workshop on the Leopold 

Education Project.  This helped us to familiarize ourselves with the local Pheasants 
Forever Chapter and allowed us to expand our curriculum and services to local 
educators; 

2) Nov. 22: Bowling Green Chamber’s Holiday Parade:  The District partnered with the 
BGRC to decorate a float promoting recycling in Wood County.  This year the BG 
Chamber selected “Holiday Reflections of the Future” as the parade theme; 

3) Nov.-Dec.:  Our office participated in the Wood County Historical Museum’s Holiday 
Decorating.  Our Christmas tree, featuring recycling and proper disposal decorations 
and ornaments, along with recyclables and recycled materials, were among the 
articles used to decorate the Laundry Room exhibit.  Around 450 individuals attended 
this event; 

4) Nov. 12-Nov. 14:  Ken, Amanda, and Erica attended the Association of Ohio 
Recyclers (AOR) Conference in Huron, OH.  The Windows on Waste Curriculum used 
by our education program has recently been correlated to the Ohio Academic 
Content Standards, and Amanda and Erica received training on the latest 
correlations.  This information has been added to the Education page on the District’s 
website to encourage local teachers to take advantage of this opportunity to 
enhance their curriculum; 

5) The District has been working with the City of Bowling Green and the Bowling Green 
Recycling Center to phase in the updated comingled recycling collection program.  
New, blue, recycling containers are being delivered to city households and the sort 
line has been operational for almost a month.  An informational letter, magnet, and 
brochure have been distributed with each container as well.  Please see attached 
brochure for an example; 

6) Amanda and Erica spent most of December organizing and updating the Education 
Room.  Older materials were recycled, allowing for more space to promote the 
Lending Library.  This resource is available at no charge to local educators and 
features movies, books, curriculum, loan boxes, and other materials focusing on 
proper waste management and recycling. 
 

B. Advertising/Awards 
1) Due to budget constraints, the District has continued to reduce the number of 

advertisements purchased.  Treecycle has been the latest marketing campaign in an 
effort to encourage Christmas Tree recycling after the holidays; 

2) The WCSWMD Website was visited 4,509 times, reaching over 3,700 individuals, during 
2008.  

3) Erica recently completed updates to the www.Earth911.org website.  This site provides 
information on recycling opportunities available throughout the United States, and 
provides users with local businesses participating in recycling efforts.  Wood County’s 
locations had not been updated this extensively since 2003. 
 

C.  Upcoming Events/Other Updates 
1) The District’s Year End Report is nearing completion.  A copy will be mailed to the 

current address on file for each Policy Committee member, as well as, several other 
individuals.  An electronic version will also be made available on the website.  An 
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option will be given to all recipients to receive the report electronically in 2010 to 
reduce the amount of paper required for printing multiple copies; 

2) Several Earth Day and other events are in the planning stages, including the 2nd 
Annual Clean Your Files Day.  The committee will be meeting this afternoon to 
develop a plan for this year’s event and review changes and additions to enhance 
the program; 

3) At this point, the Digital T.V. Transition is scheduled to occur as planned on February 
17, 2009.  The District has been focusing on informing individuals of their options, with 
the last being the Landfill.  Materials have been distributed to Wood County Senior 
Centers, all Meals on Wheels recipients, and have been made available at various 
educational displays throughout the county.  The intent was to clear up 
misunderstandings and discourage an increase in electronic waste.  For more 
information, please see the attached brochure 
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