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September 18, 2012 
Minutes of Meeting  

A meeting of the Wood County Solid Waste District Policy Committee was held on the 18th day 
of September 2012, in the Wood County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 5th Floor, 1 Courthouse 
Square, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

 

Commissioner Jim Carter called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.  The following attended… 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Jim Carter, Pres., WC Commissioners  Ken Rieman, WC Solid Waste District 
Richard Edwards, Mayor, City of B.G.  Lauren Schall, WC Solid Waste District 
Jim Rossow, Plain Twp. Trustees  Patti Bowsher, WC Solid Waste District 
Kristin Tillison, WC Health Department  Dave Spengle r, B.G. Recycling Center 
Jack Ritchie, Industrial Representative  Melissa Krieger, C.E.S. of Wood Lane 
  Nick Hennessy, BGSU Campus Operations Sustainability 
THOSE ABSENT:  John Randolph, Evergreen RDF 
Skip Baltz, North Baltimore Recycling  Bob Warnimont, Perrysburg Township 

 

Commissioner Carter began the meeting by asking for a motion to approve the minutes from the 
July 17, 2012 meeting.  With no corrections, Jim Rossow made a motion to accept the minutes and 
Mayor Edwards seconded the motion.  All members present voted yes, motion carried and minutes 
approved. 

 

Commissioner Carter moved to Item II, New Candidate Recommendation of Citizen Member, 
appointed by the four Government Entity Representatives (Commissioner Carter, Mayor Edwards, Jim 
Rossow, and Kristin Tillison).  Commissioner Carter reported that they met last week to discuss 
candidate recommendations.  Jim Rossow moved to appoint Bob Warnimont from Perrysburg Township 
as the new Citizen Member of the Committee.  Kristin Tillison seconded the motion.  All members 
present voted yes, motion carried and new member was appointed.  The Committee welcomed Bob 
Warnimont to the Committee and invited him to join them at the head table.   

 

Commissioner Carter moved to Item III, Education and Awareness.  Due to Amanda Gamby’s 
absence, Ken Rieman reported on activities and upcoming events.  A detailed outline and information is 
attached (see pages 5-6).  Mayor Edwards mentioned that this was his first year to participate in the 
Clean Your Streams event.  He said it was a very interesting experience and his group concentrated on 
cleaning two areas in Bowling Green.      
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Commissioner Carter moved to Item IV, Health Department Report.  Kristin Tillison reported 
that since the last meeting, she has been conducting all the required inspections and there have been five 
solid waste complaints.  She also reported that it is a busy time of year because the 2013 license 
applications are being submitted and reviewed.  

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item V, Landfill Reports.  Due to Steve Lonneman’s absence, 

John Randolph reported on activities at the Evergreen Landfill.  Mr. Randolph reported that volume for 
July was normal but increased in August due to a special reoccurring project.  September is normal 
again and it is believed that the special project will start up again in October.  He said that even without 
the special project, volumes at Evergreen are up slightly from last year.  

 
Ken Rieman reported on activities at the Wood County Landfill.  Mr. Rieman said that since the 

last meeting, the extension of the haul road down to the northeast corner has been completed.  The  
Landfill also finished cleaning out the leachate lines and tanks, which is done every year.  Mr. Rieman 
reported that tonnage is down a little this year. Mr. Rieman also mentioned B.G.S.U. has outsourced 
their trash collection, which will negatively affect the Landfill.  Mayor Edwards asked where it has been 
outsourced to.  Mr. Rieman replied that Waste Management was awarded the bid and is hoping they 
won’t take all of B.G.S.U.’s trash north.  Mr. Rieman said they contacted B.G.S.U. since they are 
considered a community partner; however, they do have the right to make their own decisions on where 
their trash goes.  But he added that it is going to have an impact on the Landfill.  Other than that it is 
business as usual at the Wood County Landfill. 

 
Commissioner Carter asked Mr. Rieman if he received a letter from B.G.S.U. explaining the 

reasoning for the outsourcing.  Mr. Rieman said that the Solid Waste District office did receive a letter 
and Commissioner Carter suggested sending a copy of the letter to the Policy Committee Members so 
they have a better understanding of the situation.  Mr. Rieman explained that the Wood County Landfill 
does not provide collection like Waste Management or Republic but the District hoped that they would 
have designated Wood County for waste disposal.   

 
Mayor Edwards also asked if the Wood County has reached the maximum plan height at the 

Landfill.  Mr. Rieman answered that it will go higher as they build up (approximately 120 feet 
maximum).  He said the sides must be built up in order to go higher.  At current usage they are about 14 
or 15 years capacity at the permitted area.  Long-term there is the ability to permit other space (the 
Landfill owns about 320 acres).  Currently, they are operating on about 60-65 acres for just disposal.           

 
Commissioner Carter moved to Item VI, Recycling Reports.  Dave Spengler reported on the 

Bowling Green Recycling Center.  He said operations are running as usual at the Center.  They have the 
new trash compactor installed, which was one of the major expenses for the year.  The markets are down 
somewhat from what they were but they are much better than when they bottomed out a few years ago.  
Jim Rossow stated that he was at the Center on Sunday and doors were open.  He asked if there are 
people working there on the weekend.  Mr. Spengler replied that yes they do have employees working to 
empty the drop-off on the weekends.  Mr. Rieman added that an employee must work at the drop-off 
during the weekend, otherwise that material would come right out the front of the building.  That is how 
much volume is received at the drop-off on the weekends.  There was a counter at one time that tracked 
300-400 people per day. 

 
Due to Judy Hagen’s absence, no report was given for the City of Perrysburg. 
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Bob Warnimont reported on recycling operations at Perrysburg Township.  He reported that the 
two balers are in and mounted to the floor.  They should be in operation by the end of the week.  

 
Due to Skip Baltz’s absence, no recycling report was given for North Baltimore. 
 
Due to Vic Gable’s absence, Melissa Krieger reported on recycling activities for C.E.S.  She 

reported that they are still working with O-I on picking up glass and they are going to start collection 
with Arnie’s soon.  They received that contact through O-I.  Also, they did the glass collection for the 
Jamie Farr event.  She said they dropped off about 38 recycling bins and they filled all of them.  
Approximately 8,000 pounds of glass was collected from that event.  

 
 Next, Nick Hennessy reported on recycling at B.G.S.U.  He reported on the recycling at the 

Black Swamp Arts festival, which was done by a group of volunteers, faculty and staff.  He said that 
Amanda Gamby and the Solid Waste District provided the recycling containers for the event, which was 
greatly appreciated.  He said that the number one item recycled at the event was cardboard from the 
vendors.  He did not have details on exactly how much weight was collected but he knows that the 
festival committee members and vendors indicated that less trash was generated.  He said it was a good 
partnership and something they would like to do again because it provided a good service project for 
students.  Mr. Hennessy also mentioned that recycling is collected at home football games.  There are 
volunteers who collect recycling throughout the stadium, including cleaning off the field after the game.  
Recycling is also collected in the skyboxes and tailgate area.  They average just under two tons of 
recyclables per game. 

 
Mr. Hennessy also discussed the outsourcing.  He said he wished he could share more 

information but he does not know the details of the contract.  But he said from his perspective and 
working in sustainability, the recycling aspect has not been completely worked out and B.G.S.U. is still 
handling the recycling.  The trash and cardboard contract did go into effect on September 8, 2012 and is 
being implemented at this time.   

   
Commissioner Carter reminded Mr. Rieman that the Policy Committee Members need to see a 

copy of the letter from B.G.S.U. regarding the outsourcing.  Mr. Hennessy asked if the letter was from 
Dr. Bruce Meyer, the Assistant Vice President to Operations, because he is the person who would have 
the most information about the outsourcing.  Mr. Rieman said that the Commissioners wrote a letter to 
the University but the reply letter was signed by President Mazey.  

 
Due to Ronda Downard’s absence, no report was given on recycling activities with Juvenile 

Court.   
 
Commissioner Carter asked Mayor Edwards to take over the meeting briefly so he could locate 

that letter from B.G.S.U. in the Commissioner’s Office. 
 

 Mr. Rieman went on to report on Item VII, Solid Waste District Issues.  He reported that as far as 
operations, they are meeting the objectives of the Solid Waste Plan (disposal capacity and recycling 
access).  One topic the District has discussed with the Commissioners is possibly moving the Solid 
Waste District Office out to the Wood County Landfill.  The District spends a great deal of time going 
out to the Landfill.  Also, with less people at the District office, there are times when there is nobody in 
the office.  Moving to the Landfill would at least provide a person there at all times.   
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 Mr. Rieman also reported on the District’s budget.  He said the tonnage overall for the Solid 
Waste District has stabilized.  Currently the Solid Waste District budget is about $640,000.00.  The 
District has cut back on a lot because of the decrease in money and also the uncertainty of the legislative 
issues. 
 

Mr. Rieman mentioned that he attended a meeting with the Solid Waste Association last week.  
He said the Director of the Ohio EPA spoke there and discussed reviewing House Bill 592 and how it is 
an open and transparent process with no preconceived ideas.  However, the EPA Director’s next 
statement was that they are going to “gut House Bill 592”.  Mr. Rieman said he is not sure how that 
statement can be made if there really are no preconceived ideas.  The EPA Director also discussed 
consolidation and regionalization.  Mr. Rieman said he is just not sure what is going to happen and that 
is the reason for being very cautious on the budget.  The EPA Director also said they would have 
something to present to the legislature next summer. 

 
Commissioner Carter announced that he distributed copies of the B.G.S.U. letter previously 

discussed.  Mayor Edwards said he appreciated the copy and was able to look over the letter.  He said he 
understands that the Wood County Landfill is not in the waste collection business and asked if there is a 
pricing problem?  He said it seems logical to send trash from campus to the Wood County Landfill, 
rather than driving it all the way up north.  Mr. Rieman explained that Waste Management prices their 
disposal differently than Wood County.  As a County landfill, everybody pays the same.  Mr. Rieman 
conducted a study of posted gate prices and Wood County is right in the middle.  Waste Management 
posted gate rate is slightly higher than Wood County’s and Hancock County is a little lower.  When 
Waste Management prices their service, they have the ability to charge themselves less at their own 
landfill.  Mayor Edwards asked if Waste Management uses the Wood County Landfill.  Mr. Rieman said 
that they do see Waste Management trucks occasionally if they get behind.  The District has to be 
careful about anti trust issues with Waste Management and talking about pricing.  Mr. Rieman also 
stated that a county today would not create a county landfill because of all the commercial landfills.  In 
the past, there were no commercial landfills but rather 30 or 40 old dump sites everyone was using.  He 
also said there is an obligation to take care of a landfill while it is open and even after it closes.  When 
the Wood County Landfill was opened it did exactly what it was supposed to do.  It provided a location 
for proper disposal and got the trash out of the dump sites.  As Mr. Rieman mentioned earlier, B.G.S.U. 
being outsourced is going to have a major impact on the Wood County Landfill.  
 
 Commissioner Carter asked for other comments or questions.  The next meeting was scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 8:30 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. With no further 
business to discuss, Bob Warnimont made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jack Ritchie seconded 
the motion.  All members present voted yes, meeting adjourned around 9:08 a.m. 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EDUCATION, & AWARENESS REPORT: September 18, 2012 
 
A. EDUCATION PROGRAM REVIEW/PAST EVENTS 

 
12th Annual Earth Camp – July 24th 
This year was the 12th year for our annual Earth Camp!  The office partnered with the Wood County 
Community Learning Centers’ summer program to bring 185 children and adults to William Henry 
Harrison Park in Pemberville.  This year’s camp was named “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…Robots!?!?” 
and participants rotated through several fun and education sessions.  The “Junkyard Robots” were a 
big hit with the students. 
 
Wood County Fair – July 30th –August 6th 
Our office featured the “Every Day Solutions” theme once again this year at our booth during the 
Wood County Fair.  Those visiting our booth were provided information and materials to learn safe 
and proper disposal methods, recycling opportunities, and ways to “go green” in every room of their 
home.  The District also worked with the Wood County Sheriff’s Department to provide recycling 
during the Fair.  This year, 1,994 lbs of cardboard; 1,551 lbs of plastic; and 374 lbs of aluminum 
were collected and recycled. 
 
“Nature in the Hands of Time” Workshop – August 7th-August 9th 
This workshop was hosted by the ODNR and Soil & Water Conservation Office.  Groups toured the 
WC Landfill, Wind Turbines, and Bowling Green Recycling Center; several locations in the 
surrounding area; and participated in educational sessions on the BGSU Campus.  This was a great 
opportunity to network with educators from across the state and to feature Wood County’s 
programs. 
 
“Local Government Advocacy: Promoting Decentralization and Economic Growth” 
Professional Program for a Delegation from Western Ukraine – August 6th-August 27th  
During their stay in Northwest Ohio, Ken and Amanda were able to meet with a group of 15 
Ukrainian Delegates to provide details on how Wood County handles solid waste and recycling 
issues.  Two professional Interpreters provided assistance during tours of the WC Landfill, Wind 
Turbines, and Bowling Green Recycling Center.  We are hopeful there were able to learn from us 
and implement new ideas in their home communities. 
 
Organics Recycling Association of Ohio Workshop – August 23rd  
Over 50 organics recyclers from Ohio and surrounding states arrived in Wood County to tour the 
Wood County Landfill’s Compost Site and the Wind Turbines.  The group also toured and dined at 
the BGSU Oaks Dining Center before finishing the day at Hirzel’s Compost operation.  This was 
another great opportunity to share Wood County’s efforts with a large group of colleagues and to 
learn from them as well. 
 
BGSU’s Community Service Event – September 6th 
The District hosted a display at this well attended event in an effort to network with BGSU faculty 
and students to promote volunteer and partnership opportunities.  The BGSU President and Mayor 
of the City of Bowling Green provided presentations to encourage community interaction between 
the University and the City. 
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Black Swamp Arts Festival – Recycling Collection – September 7th-September 9th 
The District was able to loan ClearStream recycling containers to BGSU to assist with recycling 
efforts at the BSAF.  This was the first year that the festival offered recycling opportunities to 
attendees.  Thank you to BGSU for their hard work to make this a success!! Nick Hennessy to 
provide full details. 
 
16th Annual Clean Your Streams – September 16th 
Volunteers joined together to help improve the quality of our streams, removing litter and trash from 
our local waterways during this year’s Clean Your Streams event.  The Solid Waste District 
partnered with the Engineer’s Department to host the Wood County kick off location at Lake 
Township Friendship Park in Millbury for the fourth year in a row.  The City of Bowling Green also 
hosted a location this year at Carter Park.  The event began at 9:00 am and ended with a free 
appreciation picnic lunch for all participants following the cleanup.  More details to follow at a later 
date as data is still being compiled. 

 
B. UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Environmental Law Enforcement Training Workshop – September 26th 
Experts involved in local, state and federal efforts to fight environmental crimes will share their 
knowledge with law enforcement, public officials, community leaders and public defenders at a free 
workshop sponsored by Keep Ohio Beautiful (KOB), a state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful.  
Attendees will learn about enforcing laws governing these crimes and other topics, including: 
 

• How to identify environmental crime 
• Dangers at environmental crime scenes 
• Meth lab training 
• Environmental enforcement 
• Hazardous materials 
• How to form a local environmental coalition 
• Community policing best management practices 

 
Ken Rieman and Amanda Gamby will be attending from the District Office and have been 
encouraging other agencies and officials in Wood County to attend as well.  Please see brochure for 
further details and registration information. 

 
C. MARKETING & ADVERTISING 

 
1. Website:  Google Analytics continues to be used to track the site’s usage.  So far this year, the 

site has been visited 4,729 times by 3,866 individuals.  The top three pages that are being 
viewed continue to be the Landfill, Recycling, and FAQ pages. 

 
2. Updated Brochures:  Three brochures have been recently updated or created to better promote 

the District’s efforts.  These brochures include; a revised Website Brochure, including a QR 
Code to encourage use of the District’s webpage; a revised Education Resource Brochure, to 
provide details about the District’s education program; and a newly created Electronics 
Recycling Brochure.   
 


