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What Do We Do?
Our mission as a Solid Waste Management District is to assure there is suffi-

cient capacity available to dispose of local waste and to implement programs to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle at least 50% of the waste generated by local busi-

nesses and residents.  We are also here to make sure that at least 90% of Wood 
County residents have access to recycling programs.  

Environmental Education 
is our Specialty!

Sustainability and environmental steward-
ship is an increasingly important part of 
education as our society becomes more 

aware of the strong link between the health 
of our environment and our own well-being.

Our office is dedicated to educating the 
community about safe disposal of solid 

waste and recycling.  Not only do we partici-
pate in community events to provide infor-
mation and educate the public, but we have 

an extensive amount of educational pro-
grams available for local schools and com-

munity organizations.  Whether it’s provid-
ing tours, presentations, or activity loan 
boxes, we can be a great addition to your 

program!

If you’re looking for an environmentally 
based program to supplement activities for 

your group, this guide is for you!



The District’s education and public awareness program is geared toward providing the community with information 
and activities on responsible management of solid waste (minimization and reduction), litter prevention, and recy-
cling.  Educational Presentations and Tours are available for groups of all ages and experience.  Examples of groups 
who have participated in our programs include: School Districts; Safety Towns; Nursery Schools, College and Church 
Groups; Community Service Organizations; Businesses; Industries; and numerous Public and Government Agencies.  
Each presentation and tour is tailored to the needs and expectations of interested groups.  This guide includes 
descriptions of some of our most popular requests.
  

Edible Landfills & Trashology 101 
Students will learn how trash is managed with an emphasis on sanitary landfills.  Students will learn the construction 
process and technology behind landfills as they build their own landfill model out of food items.  This landfill can 
then be eaten at the end of the presentation!  Appropriate for 3rd Grade-Adult.  Approximately 45 minutes.

The Wartville Wizard 
Students will color stick hand puppets from the book The Wartville Wizard then read the book in an interactive story 
telling session.  Appropriate for PreK-1st Grade.  Approximately 45 minutes.

The Happy Recyclables
Young learners will hear about the basics of recycling as recyclables come to life (milk jug, tin can, aluminum bever-
age can, etc.).  Pairs nicely with the Litter Playground presentation.  Appropriate for PreK-1st Grade.

Paper Making 
Students will take old, used paper and create new, handmade paper products to make useable items such as writing 
paper, jewelry, art projects, or seed packets.  Appropriate for All Ages.  Approximately 45 minutes.

Litter Playground
Students learn how litter harms our Earth and the importance of recycling.  Students are given the opportunity to 
help clean up the mess on our large litter playground scene while learning how to sort recyclables and compostables 
from the trash. They also will learn what common recyclables are turned into when they are recycled.  Appropriate 
for PreK-1st Grade.  Approximately 45 minutes.  

Fred the Fish
Fred, a pretend fish, lives in a cool and clean river but when he decides to travel down stream he discovers that 
people are polluting his stream.  Students help demonstrate what pollution does to our water with the use of house-
hold materials that give the visual effect of pollution.  During the demonstration, a discussion is lead about what can 
be done to prevent the contamination of our water.  Appropriate for All Ages.  Approximately 30-45 minutes.

Home Safe Home 
Home Safe Home is an informative presentation about the possible hazards of using chemical cleaners in the home.  
It offers safe alternatives to common household cleaners with cleaning recipes made from inexpensive ingredients 
such as baking soda and lemon juice.  The presentation includes demonstrations and the opportunity to make 
home-friendly products, as well as several take home guides and information sheets.  Appropriate for 5th Grade-
Adult.  Approximately 45 minutes. 

Newspaper Pots 
A presentation that promotes recycling and reuse by allowing participants to make their own flower pots out of old 
newspaper.  Educational handouts and displays on decomposition are available for use with the project.  Pairs nicely 
with other presentations, such as Composting & Vermicomposting.  Appropriate for All Ages.

Presentations

EDUCATION PROGRAMS



Michael Recycle 
Students are read the book "Michael Recycle" and discuss the benefits of recycling and waste reduction.  After the 
book reading and discussion, the presentation concludes with a craft project to supplement the book.  Students 
use old newspapers to make hats and capes similar to the ones that Michael wears in the book.  Appropriate for 
PreK-2nd Grade.  Approximately 45 minutes.

Windows on Waste                                                                                              
Many of our presentations have been obtained or adapted from the Windows on Waste Curriculum.  Windows on 
Waste (WOW) is an elementary, interdisciplinary, environmental studies activity guidebook published by the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Recycling & Litter Prevention (ODNR/DRLP) to help educators teach 
students about solid waste and environmental issues. Lessons were thoroughly developed and tested with the help 
of educators from across the state.  Recently, the activities were correlated with Ohio’s new standards, the Academic 
Content Standards, for grades K-5!

Each year, new presentations are added or modified.  Please contact our Environmental Educator with questions or 
to determine if we can provide a program to meet your needs.

Compost & Vermicompost                                                                                       
This presentation can be tailored to any age group/setting 
depending on your needs and expectations.  A Power-
point presentation on the “whys and hows” of composting 
is available, as well as, several composting activities.  Some 
examples include the WOW activity, “YIMBY’s,” searching 
through compost to find live decomposers, and a live 
worm bin demonstration.  We can also teach you how to 
build your own Vermicomposting Bin for your classroom!

Recycling 101                                                                                                     
Looking to increase recycling opportunities at home, 
school, or in your workplace?  Not sure what resources 
are available or where to begin?  We are here to help!  
Whether you are just beginning a new collection program 
or need a refresher on what can be recycled, we can work with you 
to develop a presentation specific to your needs.  Several educational handouts are available, as well as, 
demonstrations of the recycling process and examples of products made from various recycled materials.  We can 
also work with you to coordinate a collection system and provide the proper bins for the separation of recyclables.

Field Trips & Tours
We offer three different tours, all of which provide in-depth and behind-the-scenes views at no charge to your school or 
organization!  Tours can be taken individually or all at once, depending on your group’s schedule.  Some tours are seasonal 
and weather dependent.  We highly recommend calling our office at least three months in advance to secure a date and time.  
Teachers are encouraged to schedule a presentation in their classroom when field trips are not a possibility.  Tours can be 
scheduled by any group wishing to learn more about these locations.  

Bowling Green Recycling Center-Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the facility that sorts and processes a 
majority of Wood County’s recyclables.  This tour takes your group through the history of the Center from its early days to the 
successful operation it is today.

Wood County Landfill-Learn about the final resting place of our trash as you journey to the working face of the 
landfill.  This tour is an eye opener for those who have never witnessed the amount of waste sent to landfills every day.

Wind Turbines-During this tour, your group will learn more about Ohio’s first utility sized windfarm and have the 
unique opportunity to stand under and inside of one of the towers.  This tour gives individuals a chance to get close to a large 
wind turbine and learn more about alternative energy sources.  



BROCHURES:
The District continues to update and distribute several 
brochures pertaining to recycling and solid waste disposal.  
Some of the topics covered include composting, vermi-
composting, Wood County Landfill rates, recycling oppor-
tunities, Earth Day, proper waste disposal and several 
others.  Listed are a majority of the materials that are 
available.  For copies of all brochures, please contact our 
office or you may download them from our website at 
www.wcswmd.org.

Brochures Available: 
Household Recycling Brochure

Bowling Green Recycling Center - 
Preparing Your Recyclables

Bowling Green Recycling Center-
Satellite Locations

Bowling Green Recycling Center-
Tour the Center

Mixed Office Paper Recycling

Wood County Landfill - Rate Sheet

Learn Not to Burn

Composting 101

Bowling Green City Curbside 

Happy Recyclables Coloring Sheet

History of Earth Day

Living with Hazardous Waste

When Will Litter Disappear?

Aluminum Can Buyback

Green Pets

Vermicomposting

Wind Turbine Brochure

Educator’s Resource Guide

Paint Recycling Brochure

Tire Recycling Brochure

Oil Disposal Brochure

Ohio Recycling Guide
For copies of all brochures, please contact 
our office or you may download them 
from our website at www.wcswmd.org.

Educational Resources 
& Support

Lending Library
The District Office has an extensive library of books, 
videos, and other media for individuals to borrow.  Our 
library is updated regularly and includes current environ-
mental education materials.  Anyone is welcome to stop by 
during office hours to browse our selection.  Books and 
other media can be checked out at no cost and returned at 
a later date. 

Loan Box Program
We do our best to accomodate all presentation requests 
during a group’s requested timeframe, however, during 
our busy months we may not be available on the day that 
you need.  In response, we have designed several loan 
boxes containing the materials for some of our most popu-
lar presentations.  This allows groups the flexibility to 
utilize our programs at their convenience.  We ask that you 
request loan boxes at least one week prior to when you 
plan to use them so that we can be sure they are stocked 
and ready for you. 

Contact Us!
If you would like more information about the many pro-
grams we offer, feel free to contact us.  We are also avail- 
         able to answer any solid waste or  
         recycling questions residents may  
         have.  Please visit our website at  
         www.wcswmd.org.  There you will  
         find an extensive list of programs  
         we offer.  Information on recycling  
         and waste disposal is also available.  

Wood County Solid Waste District
One Courthouse Square, 5th Floor

Bowling Green, OH 43402
Phone (419) 354-9297

Email Environmental Educator:
agamby@co.wood.oh.us

This office operates under the direction of the Wood County Board of Commissioners:
James F. Carter • Doris I. Herringshaw, Ed.D. • Joel M. Kuhlman




